
 

Machine Gun Corps Pack© 
Compiled by Jim Parker -      April 2008 
  Machine Gun Corps Research, 
  39 Cherrytree Gardens, 
  Whitley Bay - NE25 8 XA.   Telephone: 0191 252 2770 (Home, evenings or W/E). 
  Email - jim.mgc@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
WARNING!  Research takes TIME, PATIENCE and MONEY .  The information enclosed should save time 
and money in your research of soldiers who served in the 1914/18 War in any British regiment, but in particular 
the Machine Gun Corps. 
 
THIS PACK CONTAINS: - 
  1.  A short history of the Machine Gun Corps 
  2.  A guide to researching soldiers of the Great War 
  3.  The rank structure of the British Army c 1914/18 
  4.  A guide to 1914/19 Campaign Medals 
  5.  Information on the Vickers & Hotchkiss machine guns 
  6.  Some information I hold relevant to your soldier 
  7. Notes on British Army uniforms of 1914/22 
 I maybe able to supply, immediately, if the soldier’s units are known - 
  8.  A Divisional Order of Battle (lists of units therein) 
  9.  Information on his previous regiment(s) 
 
My research fee for researching is £15 payable to JE Parker however should you irrationally write a 
cheque for a larger amount, I warn you, it will be cashed!  Please do NOT pay until I have completed the work. 
 
Unless your soldier was a Commissioned Officer, I require the number that he was allotted whilst in 
the MGC.  If this number is unknown, it may be obtained from the National Archives, Kew, which 
may cost me, and thus you another £10.00p. 
 
WHAT DO I WANT?   Any information about the Machine Gun Corps.  I would like to see and 
copy, ANY documents, photographs, with an MGC connection.  I would like to hear the stories 
Granddad told of his time in the trenches, we must record them NOW or they may be lost forever. 
 
PLEASE MENTION YOUR SOLDIER’S NAME  IN ALL CORROSPONDENCE. 
PLEASE Contact me if I have not replied or completed your research within three weeks. 
 

The Machine Gun Corps Cap Badge The  cap badge was 
designed by Major Phillip W Jupe DSO, who whilst at Hythe on 
a machine gun refresher course heard that the Motor Machine 
Gun Service was to be formed under Lt Col RW Bradley DSO, 
South Wales Borderers. 
 
On arrival at Bisley as Adjutant, he found the unit had no regimental badge or any 

distinguishing emblem.  To remedy this he designed a badge of crossed Vickers guns, surmounted by a crown 
over the letters “MMG”.  The badges were made by a local firm and paid for out of regimental funds.  There are 
dated picture postcards of MMGS men wearing such badges in early 1915 at Bisley.  
The Machine Gun Corps on formation adopted the badge without the letters, or “rocker” below.  The Machine 
Gunners of the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division used the same badge with an “RND” rocker. 
 
   JIM 



 
THE MACHINE GUN CORPS - 1915 to 1922 

Introduction At the outbreak of war with Germany in August 1914, each infantry battalion and 
cavalry regiment had two machine guns.  In November a Machine Gun School opened in France and 
in England the Motor Machine Gun Service formed at Bisley, originally by the Royal Field Artillery 
with motor cycle mounted machine gun batteries.  This organisation was some 3,000 strong by late 
1915. 
 
The Machine Gun Corps authorised in October 1915 absorbed the MMGS. There was an Infantry 
Cavalry and Motor Branches, a Heavy Branch formed in March 1916. A Training Centre formed at 
Belton Park & Harrowby Camps, Grantham, Lincolnshire.  Volunteers from every part of the Army 
arrived from mid November 1915. 36 companies were raised, trained and sent overseas within 3 
months.  Clipstone Camp, Mansfield was involved later. The MG Base Depot was at Camiers, north 
of le Havre on the French coast.  A Cavalry MG Training Centre formed at Maresfield Park, Uckfield, 
Sussex in October 1916.  Other Ranks came to the MGC from other regiments and were allotted new 
numbers. 
 
MG Companies/Squadrons Infantry & Cavalry Brigades formed or had sent an MG Coy/Sqn.  
Regimental MG Sections formed the units with eight guns, the shortfall of guns & crews or the whole 
Coy came from Grantham.  Infantry MG Coys were armed with 16 Vickers, cavalry MG Sqns 12, 
some with Hotchkiss guns.  Coys/Sqns took the brigade number ie 19 MG Coy, of 19th Bde.  A Major 
became the Bde MGO, a Captain commanded the Coy of 16 guns.  An MG Coy consisted of an HQ, 4 
Sections of 4 guns, and a Transport Section.  Sections were divided into 2 sub-sections each 
commanded by a subaltern, the senior being the Section Commander.  Sub-sections each had a 
“Section Sergeant” and a “Section Corporal”.  Transport Sections of mule drawn limbers for 
guns/ammunition were larger than an infantry battalion’s transport.  Cavalry MG Sqns had six two 
gun sections. 
 
A Gun Team consisted of six men each had specific tasks.  No 1 a Lance Corporal in charge fired the 
gun and carried the tripod.  No 2 fed the 250 round belts into the gun and carried the gun.  No 3 
supplied ammo to the gun, others observed, were range finders and carried ammunition and spares. 
 
“Divisional” Company Between 1916 & 18 a fourth company was sent to each division, its title 
administrative ie 216 MG Coy, of the 1st Division.  It was not part of a Brigade, so referred to as “the 
Divisional Company”.  There were 288 Infantry MG Companies, and, 26 Cavalry MG Squadrons. 
 
The Motors Branch had small motorcycle mounted Motor Machine Gun Batteries, Light Armoured 
Motor Batteries (LAMB) and Light Car Patrols (LCP), most went to the Royal Tank Regiment in 
1922. 
 
The Heavy Section MGC formed March 16 became Heavy Branch in November, crewed the first 
Tanks. Tank Coys were in action September 16 consisted of 4 Sections of 6 tanks.  1 officer & 7 ORs 
crewed each tank.  Enlarged to Battalions in 1917.  27 July 1917 HB/MGC became the Tank Corps, 
(later Royal Tank Regiment).  HB/MGC men who died are often recorded as being in the Tank Corps. 
 

The vast majority of MGC soldiers served in the Infantry Branch. 
 
BATTALIONS  February/March 1918, the MG Coys in each a Division formed a Battalion and took 
the Divisional Number ie 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 216th MG Companies of the 1st Division, became “A”, “B”, 
“C” & “D” Companies, 1st Battalion MGC.  The highest divisional battalion number was 75th.  Some 
divisions in the Middle East didn’t form a battalion.  Indian Army Divisions did ie 7th and 14th 
Indian MG Battalions, not to be confused with for example the British 7th & 14th Battalions, MGC. 
 
100th to 106th and 200th to 204th Battalions were raised as Army Troops, the former from 
dismounted Yeomanry Regiments.  There were also training battalions at Grantham and in other parts 
of the UK, ie 3rd (Reserve) Battalion at Rugley, Staffordshire. The Guards Machine Gun Regiment 
formed in 1918.  Cavalry Brigade MG Squadrons did not merge, but some disbanded in 1918.   



 
 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, India etc had their own machine gun units, similar to, 
and who worked closely with, the British MGC. 



 
Post War.  Hostilities in Europe ceased at 11am 11th November 1918, “demob” started soon after. 
Some units lasted longer than others.  New battalions were raised, numbered 1st to 19th some were 
short lived whilst those in India lasted until 1921.  “Emma Gee”s saw active service in Russia, India 
and Afghanistan.  Due to governmental cost cutting the MGC was disbanded in 1922. 
 
170,500 officers and men served in the MGC.  62,049 were casualties; killed, wounded or missing.   
 
The Corps Roll of Honour is in St Wulfram’s Church, Grantham, (Try: 01476 561342). 

 
HONOURS AND AWARDS 

 
The following members of the MGC were awarded the Victoria Crosses: 

Lcpl Mugford  8th MG Squadron     (Cavalry) 4 November 1917 
Lt Graham  136th MG Company (Infantry) 22 April  1917 
Lt Ker  61st Battalion MGC (Infantry) 21 March 1918 
Pte Columbine 9th MG Squadron     (Cavalry) 22 March 1918 
Pte Cross  40th Battalion MGC (Infantry) 25 March 1918 
2Lt  White  38th Battalion MGC (Infantry) 18 September 1918 
Lt McGregor 29th Battalion MGC (Infantry) 22 October 1918 
 
Officers and Men of the Corps earned 292 Military Crosses, 779 Distinguished Conduct Medals, 3653 
Military Medals & 156 Bars, 276 Meritorious Service Medals and many Foreign Decorations. 
 
The Medal Rolls held at the National Archives, Kew lists Other Ranks & Officers who served 
overseas (and thus earned campaign medals).  All MGC Officers are named in The Army Lists of 1916-
22. 
 
Bibliography: 
The Machine Gunner (ISBN 0 900093 44 7)     by Arthur Russell 
With a Machine Gun to Cambrai (ISBN 11 290065 8)   by George Coppard 
Machine Gunner 1914/18 (ISBN 561 00227 4)    edited by CE Crutchley 
Love & The Loveless/The Golden Virgin etc.                             by Henry Williamson 
Warrior/Footslogger/History of the 33rd Battalion MGC etc      by Graham Seton Hutchison 
Call to Arms        by Richard Gale 
Twice in a Lifetime (ISBN 0 906304 05 9)    by ML Walkinton 
I Survived Didn’t I? (ISBN 0 85052 2927)    edited Joy Cave 
Civilian Soldier 1914-1918 (ISBN 0 907113 036) & The Luck of the Draw by George Harbottle 
Over the Top (printed in the USA, 1917)    by Arthur Guy Empey 
The Mudhook Machine Gunner (ISBN 0 946 995 79 6)   by Alan C Mott 
The Vickers Machine Gun (ISBN 1 870498 08 9)    by Mike Chappell 
Machine Gun (ISBN 0 7499 2352 0)     by Anthony Smith 
In Good Company –6th Australian MG Company (reprinted recently) by WA Carne  
War Cars (British Armoured Cars in WW1) (ISBN 0 11 290439 4) by David Fletcher 
 
Maguncor Masonic Lodges were at Grantham (362) and Alnwick (3806) from c 1917. 
 
“Emma Gee” was the phonetic alphabet for “M.G.” (now the title of the MGC/OCA magazine) 
 
An unofficial nickname of the MGC was “The Suicide Squad” (or “Suicide Club”). 
 
The MGC ‘Boy David’ Monument, Hyde Park Corner; an annual Service is held there in May. 
The MGC Cavalry Monument is in Cheriton Road Cemetery, Folkestone. 
 

“Saul hath slain his thousands, 
But David his tens of thousands.” (1 Samuel 18:7) 

LEST WE FORGET



 
THE VICKERS MACHINE GUN  

The Maxim Machine Gun An American, Hiram Stevens Maxim, 1840-1916 invented a gun then built 
a factory at Erith on Thames.  He entered into a partnership agreement with Albert Vickers (1838-
1919).  The firm became Vickers Son & Maxim; the Army accepted the gun in 1891. 
 
The Vickers MG Mark I (Vickers-Maxim until 1913) had Maxim’s locking toggle inverted, weight 
was saved by careful stress calculations and use of high grade steel and aluminium, roughly 25% 
lighter than the Maxim.  The Army adopted the Vickers in 1912.  Many older guns were in use for 
some time, the Canadian Army had Maxim guns well into the 1920s. 
 
The Vickers earned an enviable reputation for reliability and effectiveness; it remained the support 
machine gun of the British Army until 1968, Royal Marines until 1974.  India and Pakistan used 
variations of the gun well into the 1990s. 

 
 

Specifications - Vickers Machine Gun (Mark I/ VII)  
 
Calibre - .303 inch/7.69mm. 
Weight of Barrel - 40 lbs/18.114kgs- 1/3 cooling system.  
Cyclic rate of fire – 450 rounds per minute. 
Weight of Tripod - 48.5 lbs/22 kgs 
Length- 45.5 inches/115.57 cm 
Barrel length- 28.5 inches/72.4 cm 
Feed- Canvas belt of 250 rounds (cartridges)  
Muzzle velocity- 2450 feet (747 metres) per second 
 

The gun is water-cooled; the water jacket holds 7 ½ 
pints (4.25 litres) that boils after 600 rounds have 
been fired at a rate of 200 rounds per minute.  The 

steam is collected in a condensing can, and re-used to refill the water jacket.  Capable of firing 10,000 
rounds per hour; then the barrel has to be changed.  This took a trained team about two minutes, 
without loss of fluid from the water jacket. 
 

Ammunition  came in wooden boxes ready belted or in cardboard boxes of 100 rounds, which had 
then to be hand fed into the canvas belts, a mechanical loading device was available.  Pte Bill Hodges 
88th MG Coy, 29th Division, told me only ammunition marked “Kynochs, Birmingham” was used, to 
minimise stoppages caused otherwise by faulty ammunition.  However some 21 British companies 
manufactured .303 inch ammunition and units used whatever ammunition they were given. 
 
From 1904 to 1914 the War Office ordered 10 guns per annum.  In 1915 Vickers produced 2,405, in 1916 - 7,429, 1917 - 21,782 
and in 1918 - 39, 473.  Each weapon cost the taxpayer over £80. 
 
For detailed information on the Vickers Machine Gun, the principal weapon of the Machine Gun Corps, please 
visit http://www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk. 
 
The Hotchkiss Machine Gun American Benjamin Berkley Hotchkiss (1826-1885) in Paris in 1874 
developed a revolving five-barrel gun; his company went on to make other guns: 
 
Specifications - The Hotchkiss Model 1914  
Calibre: 8mm Lebel Mle 1886 British 1916 version Mark I: .303 inch 
Weight - 88 lbs (40 kgs) British version: 27 lbs (11.7 kgs) 
Rate of Fire     600 rounds per minute  Air-cooled, gas operated. Method of feeding: Strip “magazine”. 
 
During the war, Hotchkiss Co had four factories in France and one in Coventry.  Vickers in 4 years, produced 
25,379 Hotchkiss guns 
 
Revolvers.  Many members of Machine Gun Corps gun crews were armed with six shot revolvers as 
their personal weapons.  The Colt, Smith & Wesson and Webley were all issued. 

 



 
BRITISH ARMY RANK STRUCTURE C 1914/1918  

 
Rank Title Typical Command, Role or Appointment  Notes 
 GENERAL OFFICERS  
Field Marshal British Expeditionary Forces  Five Armies, over 4 million men 
General An Army 80,000 men Two or more Corps 
Lieutenant General A Corps 40,000 men Two or more Divisions 
Major General A Division 16-20,000 men Three Brigades plus support troops 
Brigadier General A Brigade c 4,000 men Four (later three) Infantry Battalions 
Colonel Often an administrative command  
 OTHER OFFICERS  
Lieutenant Colonel {An Infantry & MG Battalion Four Companies 
 {A Cavalry Regiment Three Squadrons 
 {An Artillery Brigade Three Batteries (12 or 18 guns) 
Major A Company (or 2IC1 Battalion) Four Platoons 
 A Squadron (or 2IC Regiment) Four Troops 
 A Battery (or 2IC Artillery Brigade) 4/6 Guns 
Captain Battalion Adjutant (CO’s staff officer) or 2IC Inf Coy.  Company Comdr MGC 
Lieutenant or          }  Platoon/Troop/MG Section or sub-sect Four Infantry/Cavalry Sections  
Second Lieutenant  }  Two or four MG gun teams 
 OTHER RANKS Typical Duties  
Warrant Officer Class I Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) Battalion Discipline, PoWs, Ammo  
Warrant Officer Class II Company (etc) Sergeant Major, (CSM)     - Company Discipline, PoWs, Ammo 
 Regimental Quartermaster Sgt (RQMS) - Battalion supply Sgt 
Staff Sergeant2 Company Quartermaster Sergeant (CQMS) Company/Sqn Supply & Pay Sgt 
Sergeant3 Platoon/Troop/ Section administration Platoon etc Discipline, PoWs, Ammo 
Corporal Inf/Cav Section Commander MGC - IC Transport or two gun teams 
Lance Corporal4 Inf/Cav Section 2nd in Command  MGC - Gun Team Commander 
Private.  It is common in the British Army to call a Private by his “trade” - Sapper (Royal Engineers), Gunner 
(Royal Artillery), Rifleman (Rifle Regiments), Drummer, Bandsman, Bugler, Driver, Signaller etc). 
 
Often Captains commanded Companies & Sergeants platoons. Some units, traditionally call ranks by other 
names Lance Corporal in RA = Bombardier.  Corporal of the Horse in the Cavalry = Squadron Sergeant Major. 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                        
1 “2IC” = Second in Command , or, Executive Officer/NCO. 
2 The same rank, appointment and insignia as a Colour Sergeant in an Infantry regiment. 
3 “Lance Sergeant”, is an honorary Sergeant; paid as a Corporal. 
4 “Lance Corporal” was an appointment, not a rank, thus individual often recorded as a “Private”. 

 
 

 



 
GUIDE TO RESEARCHING SOLDIERS OF THE 1ST WORLD WAR (1914/1918)  

 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Maidenhead, SL6 7DX.  Tel: 016286 34221 information on those 
who died, place of interment/commemorated. www.cwgc.org.co.uk   
 
Officers & Soldiers Died in the Great War, every Regt/Corps, place of birth/enlistment, date of death, former 
unit.  CD from Naval & Military Press, Tel 01435 830111. 
 
The National Archives (formerly he Public Records Office) Ruskin Ave, Kew, Surrey, TW9 4DU:   
 
Medal Index Card on microfiche, those who served overseas & entitled to 1914, 1914/15 Star, British War, 
Victory &/or Territorial Force War, Medals. Date/Theatre of those entitled to a Star.  Silver War Badge (those 
medically discharged).  Available on the web.  The MIC is reference to Medal Rolls under individual’s last 
regiment.  MGC are in regimental numerical order, where applicable, gives previous regiment(s), with date of 
death/ demob.  There is also a series for gallantry award winners. 
War Diaries Every independent Company/ Squadron/ Battery/Battalion etc produced a monthly WD. 
Information therein varies.  Officers often named.  An Other Rank’s death may read “1 OR killed”.  Gallantry 
award winners often named.  WD may include maps, operational reports/ orders, duty lists, casualty rolls etc. 
“Burnt Records” documents often fire or water damaged, thought until recently not to exist, being released over 
an extended period.  Officers Records most that exist are at Kew.  Maps, London Gazettes, Army Lists and more 
held there.  The NA produce excellent reference books including “Army Service Records of the First World 
War”. 
 
RESEARCHER  I highly recommend Mark Offord  mark@offords.worldonline.co.uk  
 
Army Personnel Centre, Historical Disclosures, Mail Port 400, Kentegen Hse, 65 Brown St, GLASGOW, G2 
8EX.  (Records - WW2 and later) 
 
The London Gazette, officers’ commissions & promotions.  Awards with citations: VC, DSO, MC & DCM.  
Those without citations: - MM, MSM, Mentioned in Despatches & Foreign awards.  LG Office, Atlantic 
House, London EC1P 2BN.  www.gazettes-online.co.uk/  
 
The Army List  every commissioned officer, date of last promotion.  By late 1918 there were 16 pages of MGC 
(Infantry) officers.  Try large library, or NA. 
 
Honours & Awards Army, Navy & Air Force 1914-1920 (ISBN 0 903754 14 2), lists most officers who received 
gallantry awards.  RN and RFC/RAF section include Other Rank/Rating’s awards. 
 
Army Medal Office Govt Building, DROITWICH, WR9 8AU. Tel 01905 772323 Ex 8744.  General enquiries. 
 
Regimental Museums/Associations Tourist Information Centre has a list of military museums.  Many units have 
no museum.  Warn curator you intend to visit, give him time to prepare.   
Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen, AJEX House, East Bank, London N16, Tel 020 8800 2844 
Royal British Legion/ SSAFA see telephone directory. 
Imperial War Museum Lambeth Rd SE1 6HZ. Tel 0171416 5320.  http://www.iwm.org.uk/ 
The National Army Museum Royal Hospital Rd, Chelsea, SW3 4HT. 
The Scottish National War Memorial The Castle, Edinburgh, EH1 2YT 
Soldier Magazine Ordnance Rd, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU. 
The Western Front Association try membership@westernfrontassociation.com  
Family History Clubs see local press/library, Local Monuments & Churches, Local Library local studies section, 
newspapers, local regiment, men, Roll of Honour. 
 
Absent Voters List 1918/19 with an election due and men over 21 years, away from home, completed forms 
sent to local town hall. May give soldiers details, same as an Electoral Register, try local library/PRO - regions 
vary. 
 
Bibliography of WW1 is endless, books may be ordered for a small fee via lending service.  Unit histories are 
difficult to obtain and expensive.  Here is my selection of non-MGC, WW1 books. (What’s your selection?): 
“The Kaiser’s Battle” by Martin Middlebrook (ISBN 0 14 00.5278X) – 21 March 1918.  “Covenant with Death” 
by John Harris, a Kitchener Battalion, until July 1916.    “There’s A Devil in the Drum” by John Lucy (Naval & 
Military Press), an Irishman’s War.  “Death’s Men” by Denis Winter (ISBN 0 7139 1068 2), and “Tommy” by 
Richard Holmes (ISBN 0-00-713751-6), British soldiers on the Western Front. 



 
 
British Library Euston St, London will supply detail & ISBN of books published, when full detail unknown.  
British Library, Newspaper Library, Colindale Ave, London NW9 5HE. 
 
Naval & Military Press PO Box 61, Dallington E Sussex, TN21 9ZS. Tel 01435 830111. Excellent catalogue. 
“Specialised Books for the Serious Student of Conflict” 
 
Visiting Battle Fields : have you any suggestions?. 
 
Guides to war cemeteries/monuments try: “Before Endeavours Fade” by Rose E Coombs.   “Courage 
Remembered” by TA Edwin Gibson/G Kingsley Ward, and, “Silent Cities” by Sidney C Hurst 
 
Maps The Official Histories of the Great War contain excellent maps.  Michelin Map No 236 covers most 
“British” area of France/Belgium. Michelin Map No 53 (Arras) available with CWGC overlays, (sold in IWM 
bookshop).  Trench maps at the PRO Kew. 
 
Medals CJ Dixon, 23 Prospect St, Bridlington, YO15 2AE.  Tel: 01262603348. www.dixonsmedals.co.uk 
chris@dixonsmedals.co.uk. Four catalogues annually. 
 
Windsor Medal Mounting Service, 3 Wells Court, Saxilby, LN1 2GY. jeslingsby@aol.com  0778 607 3060. 
Recommended. 
 
Medal Framing and Presentation try: http://www.poppymedalframing.co.uk/  
 
Machine Gun Corps History -1919 officers gathered at Browndown Camp, Folkestone, to compile a History of 
the MGC; the hut burned down.  1930 a fire at the MGC Records Office destroyed many personnel records.  
1940, the MGC documents were stored for safe-keeping, then Blitzed. 
 
National Archives documentation and International Red Cross, with regards to Prisoners of War: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline/pow.asp 
 
Machine Gun Corps, Old Comrades’ Association, Hon Sec, Penfro, .Judithlappin@ntlworld.com .   
 
Bob Alexander R_Beeches@btinternet.com of the MGC/OCA is working to publish a definitive History of the 
MGC. 
 
Research into soldiers of the MGC can be rewarding.  Many answers are at the National Archives or held 
unknowingly by the family. 
 
Australia : Information Services, Australian Defence Force 
Academy, GPO Box 345, Canberra, ACT 2601. 
www.awm.gov.au  
Canada Pers Records, Researcher Service Divn, National 
Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0N3.  Veteran’s 
Affairs  http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/   
New Zealand National Archives, 
national.archives@dia.govt.nz. 
 
 
Records of prisoners of war Archives Division and 
Research Service, International Committee of the Red 
Cross, 19 Avenue de la Paix, Geneva CH-1202, 
Switzerland.  In all cases there is an hourly fee of 80 Swiss 
Francs.   
http://www.icrc/Web/forms/webforms.nsf/TraceArch?Open
Form&ParentUNID=CA6DC440091E20C1256D13004.  
 
Have you anything to add?  Call me on 0191 252 
2770 or email jim.mgc@blueyonder.co.uk  



 
CHAIN OF COMMAND - MACHINE GUN BATTALION  

 
Battalion Headquarters 

 
Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel.  (Referred to as “the Colonel” or “the C.O.”) 
Second in Command Major. 
Adjutant   Captain.  The CO’s Staff Officer. Orderly Room, legal/clerical matters 
Signal Officer  Subaltern. 5Signal Section; communications between, Div/Bn/Coys    
   Signallers trained in the use of telephone, Morse code, & semaphore. 
Transport Officer  Subaltern. Transport, horses/mules, limbers/carts, drivers/grooms, shoe- 
   smiths etc.  Divided into Company Transport Sections when required. 
Quartermaster6  Subaltern. Battalion supply department, collect/deliver rations, fodder,  
   water, clothing etc Storeman, armourer, cobbler, carpenter and cooks. 
Liaison Officer  French/Belgian bilingual officer or NCO. 
Medical Officer  A Doctor, Regimental Aid Post, with First Aid trained stretcher bearers 
Regimental Sgt Major Regimental Police, discipline, ammo supply, PoW, regimental tradition. 
             ¦ 
    ¦----------------------------------¦------------¦-------------------------¦---------------------------------¦ 
“A” Company7  “B” Company 8                              “C” Company                  “D” Company 
   Company Commander 
   Second in Command 
   Company Sergeant Major 
   Company Quartermaster Sergeant 
   (Company Transport Sergeant) 
   Company Clerk 
   Runner/Signallers 
                                                                    ¦  
¦----------------------------------¦------------------¦----------¦-----------------------¦ 
5 Section                      6 Section                      7 Section                8 Section  
                                            ¦ 
                  ¦----- --------------¦--------------------¦ 
                  ¦                                                   ¦ 
         Sub-Section                                    Sub-Section 
         Section Officer                               Section Officer- senior Sect Offer = Section Commander 
         Section Sergeant                            Section Sergeant 
         Section Corporal                            Section Corporal9 
         Runner/Signaller                            Runner/Signaller 
                       ¦                                                              ¦ 
          ¦----- ----¦-------------¦                           ¦-------------¦--------------¦ 
          ¦                              ¦                           ¦                                   ¦ 
      Gun Team           Gun Team         Gun Team                  Gun Team 
        6 Men                  6 Men               6 Men                           6 Men 

                                                        
5  Subaltern - “An Officer, below the rank of Captain”; thus Lt or 2Lt ie a junior officer 
6 A Quartermaster, often an ex-ranker, who, due to his role, had an enormous influence over junior officers and 
his department’s efficiency on the efficiency of the unit 
7 An infantry battalion also had four companies, divided into four “Platoons”, each commanded by a subaltern.  
Platoons were divided into four Sections each under a Corporal. 
8 The organization of a pre-battalion numbered company was, as shown here as for “B” Company. 
9 According to “the book” a Section Corporal was in charge of the Section’s transport men and their secondary 
employment of re-filling ammunition belts!  Cpl George Coppard MM in his book writes he was in charge of two 
gun teams (the section officer’s job) when he was wounded at Cambrai. 



 
Rough Guide to British Campaign Medals - 1914/1919

 
1914 Star bronze star authorised in April 1917.  Awarded for service in France/Belgium 
between 5 Aug and midnight 22/23 Nov 1914. Often erroneously 
called The Mons Star.  The ribbon is a shaded and watered, red, white 
& blue.  1914 on the face of the medal.  There was a bar 5 Aug-22nd 
Nov 1914, and rosette for those under fire.  Holder not eligible to a 
14/15 Star.  The Kaiser said the British had a contemptible little army.  
Men, entitled to a 1914 Star called themselves “The Old 
Contemptibles” 
 
1914/15 Star sanctioned in 1918, for service in any theatre of war, 
including the North West Frontier, 1915, between 23 Nov 14 & 31 Dec 

15. Same ribbon as 14 Star has 1914-15 on face.  Not awarded for service for which an 
Africa General Service or Sudan 1910 Medal was granted.  Recipient’s details are on the 
back. Medal Card gives date of disembarkation. 

British War Medal  for service overseas, including Russia, 1919. 
Silver. 
 
Victory Medal  for service overseas until Armistice.  Gold coloured, 
with a rainbow ribbon used on all Allied Victory 
Medals. 
“Pip, Squeak and Wilfred” the nickname for Star, 
BWM & VM.  “Mutt & Geoff” for BWM/VM. 
 
Territorial Force War Medal   TF soldiers with 
4 years service who volunteered for active service 
before 30 Sep 1914 and who went.  Not eligible to 

Star holders.  Yellow ribbon with two green stripes.  Recipient’s No, 
Rank, Name, Initials and unit are on the outer rim of medals. 
 
Silver War Badge a small collar badge, awarded to those discharged 
from the Armed Forces on medical grounds, wounds or sickness, in the Army under King’ 
Regulations Paragraph 392, (typically), sub paragraph xvi - “No longer physically fit for war 

service”. 
 
 
 

The next of kin of service personnel who died during the war received a 
scroll and a five-inch diameter plaque often referred to as “The Death 
Penny”.  The plaque shows Victory and a Lion, with “He Died for 
Freedom and Honour”.  It bears only the individual’s name.  
 
However, these took a long time to produce, and deliver. 
 
The families of those who died and of those who were prisoners 
of war, received a scroll from the King. 
 
 
 
A Glimpse at Gallantry Awards: 
 

������������		������������		������������		������������		   The highest gallantry award of all, and is open to all ranks of the Empire. 
Distinguished Service Order   Gallantry award for Commissioned Officers. 
Military Cross   Gallantry award for Commissioned & Warrant Officers - instituted 1915. 
Distinguished Conduct Medal Gallantry award for Other Ranks. 
Military Medal   Gallantry award for Other Ranks - instituted March 1916. 
Meritorious Service Medal  Award for Other Ranks often to Supply/Transport personnel 
Mentioned in Despatches  All Ranks, denoted by an oak leaf worn on the Victory Medal ribbon. 
Foreign Awards.   As appropriate; worn after British awards. 

 



 
 
Most military formations produced “Honour Cards” and certificates for presentation to soldiers for acts of gallantry. 



 
ENLISTMENT & TERMS OF SERVICE - British Army c 1914/1918 (Other Ranks) 

 
Britain retained a small pre-war standing army to guard the Empire and fight colonial wars.  50% of regular 
infantry battalions at full strength, served overseas.  The probability of a European war was appreciated, thus half 
the infantry battalions remained in the UK, but under-strength. 
 
Most nations conscripted young men, liable to serve c 2 years, followed by several on reserve with mandatory 
training.  Older territorials in France formed a Home Guard. On mobilisation such countries had thousands under 
arms, plus reservists and annually men reaching enlistment age.  Britain had never resorted to conscription. 
 
Regular Army.  A young man bursting with patriotic pride who wished to serve went to a Recruiting Office. To be 
eligible for adult enlistment in the Regular Army he had to be 19 years old (there were provisions for “Boys” who 
trained as musicians), and not serving an apprenticeship. 
 
A recruit was subjected to a simple thorough medical examination, having passed; he completed the Attestation 
Paper, swore the Oath of Allegiance, and having taken the “Kings Shilling”, was subject to Military Law.  A 
Regular soldier enlisted for a period of 12 years, partly “with the Colours”, followed by a period in Reserve, during 
which he was liable for re-call in an emergency.  The period in Colour Service/Reserve depended in which branch 
an individual served:  
Branch Colour   Reserve   
Household Cavalry & RGA 8               4 
Cavalry/Infantry  & Mech Tpt 7                5 
RHA/RFA, RE & AOC 6  -             6 
Guards, RAMC & ASC 3                9 
Drivers - RE & ASC 2              10 
A recruit chose in which regiment he served, underwent 6 months training, after which he could be sent anywhere 
in the world. A Regular infantryman, who enlisted in 1914, went to the Reserve in 1921 and was discharged in 
1926. A few were permitted to serve 12 years for a pension or 18 for a Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 
 
The four Classes of Reserve: 
Class “A” Extra pay, but liable for minor emergencies. 
Class “B” Liable for General Service call out. 
Class “C” Men released early from Colour Service 
Class “D” Extended Reserve liability by 4 years. 
Ex-reservists were on a National Reserve List. 
On mobilisation reservists went to a battalion of his regiment serving at that time in the United Kingdom served. 
 
The Special Reserve formed in 1908 from the old Militia.  SR recruits received similar training to a Regular, then 
released to the Reserve, to attend 28 days annual training.  Reserve battalions formed only for training or 
mobilisation when it moved into vacant barracks to train regular recruits.  From 1915 drafts also went to New Army 
battalions.  Reserve battalions had a Home Defence role. Most regiments had two regular battalions, 1st and 2nd, 
with a 3rd (Reserve) Battalion; some had a 4th (Extra Reserve) Battalion. 
 
Territorial Force  (Territorial Army from 1921) formed in 1908 by Richard Haldane the Liberal Secretary of State 
for War, from the local Volunteers.  TF battalions were numbered in sequence after the Reserve battalion ie 4th, 
5th etc.  Territorial cavalry units were called “Yeomanry”. 
 
Men could enlist for 4 years at their local Drill Hall and then re-enlist for 1, 2 or 4 years.  In peace time 14 days 
notice was required to resign.  Training took place in the Drill Hall at weekends, and on a 14-day annual camp. 
 
For political reasons Haldane defined the TF role as Home Defence but intended on mobilisation it to be deployed 
overseas after 6 months training.  He reasoned if the Army require expanding, it could do so through the TF County 
Associations.  It is doubtful if he envisaged the huge expansion, which took place.  At the outbreak of war a TF 
soldier could not be sent unwillingly overseas.  Hostilities brought a rush of recruits and re-enlistments. 
 
Volunteers were called to served overseas, when 80% had done so; the unit was marked for General Service.  
Those who volunteered prior to September 1914 received a metal “Imperial Service” badge worn (until lost) above 
the right breast pocket.  Not all wished to serve overseas, many were under 19 or untrained, and, the Home Defence 
role remained. 
 
Thus every TF unit duplicated its self, forming a 1st and 2nd Line, thus gaining the TF’s distinctive “fractional” 
numerical title ie  
1/4th Battalion The East Yorkshire Regiment, and, 58th (2/1st) London Division, etc 



 
 
Many 2nd Line units went abroad, 3rd Line became Training Reserve Battalions (a recruit training system). 
TF soldiers could claim their discharge, as Time Expired, at the end of the contract, even when overseas.  Some 
regiments, notably the Guards & Irish had no TF, whilst the London Regt & Cyclist Battns, had no Regular Army 
connection. 
Territorials were Embodied for war, and Disembodied on demobilisation.  TF soldiers were originally allotted four 
or less digit numbers, until all those in TF units were renumbered in April 1917.  TF recruits were able to enlist 
aged 17, but had to 19 to be legally eligible for active overseas service. 
 
New Army (Kitchener’s Volunteers) Haldane who had reformed the Regulars and nurtured the TF refused the 
role of Minister of War in August 1914.  However a national hero, who had once reformed the Egyptian, and the 
huge Indian Army, was in England.  Field Marshal Horatio Herbert Kitchener (b 1850) about to leave for Egypt was 
called to London and made Minister of War, the first serving soldier to hold the post.  He foresaw the war to be a 
protracted affair, requested an increase to the Army of 100,000 men - a New Army.  Parliament agreed recruiting 
posters flooded the land.  One depicted Kitchener pointing to the reader, proclaiming “YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS 
YOU!” 
 
Why Kitchener did not use the system to enlarge the Army planned by Haldane, we shall never know.  One, 
simplistic answer is Kitchener who had as a young man served in France, thought Territorials were middle aged 
men engaged in Home Defence duties.  Perhaps he thought TF County Associations civilians, were not under his 
control. 
 
The Regular Army, most of which was fighting in Flanders found itself attempting to administer, house, cloth feed 
and train thousands of eager volunteers.  These technically regular soldiers, enlisted for “3 years or the duration of 
the war”.  New Army “Service” battalions were numbered immediately after TF battalion ie 
 
6th (Service) Battalion The Leicestershire Regt 
10th (Service) Battalion The Durham Light Infantry 
 
The infantry divisions of the First New Army “K1” were the 9th to 14th.  The Second NA - “K2” - 15th to 20th.  
The Third NA “K3” - 21st to 26th.  The Fourth NA was disbanded for re-enforcements.  Fifth NA became the 
Fourth in April 1915. 
 
Locally raised battalions by local dignitaries & organisations later taken over by the War Office, include 
Manchester, Leeds and Birmingham Pals, Tyneside Scottish etc.  Tradesman Labourer &, Pioneer units were raised 
and Reserve battalions to train recruits. 
 
After November 1918, these men were not discharged on demobilisation, but Transferred to the “Z” Reserve, their 
“contract” was for 3 years or the duration of the war.  Britain was at war, until 1920. 
 
Conscription As the flood of volunteers subsided, several methods were tried to induce men to enlist.  
Height/medical standards were lowered, and units raised from men of short stature, the so called “Bantams” - not 
an altogether successful venture. 
 
The National Registration Act, July 1915 compelled those aged 15 to 65 years to register, by September the 
Government had data on he population by sex, age and occupation. 
The Derby Scheme formulated by Lord Derby, Minister of Recruiting in which men enlisted, and were then placed 
on Reserve, to be called forward, “as required”. Divided into married and single, in Groups between 18 and 41 
years of age.  Those willing but were unable to enlist earlier took advantage.  Most “Derbymen” went to TF 
battalions, not NA units as they may have wished.  The scheme closed 15 December 1915, the last Group called 
forward 28 March 1916.  
 
The Military Service Act, 27 January 1916 introduced conscription for men aged 18 to 41 on 27 March 1916, who 
were single or widowed without dependents; unless their occupation exempted them, (married men became liable 
later that year). 
 
Conscripts were divided into Classes; the first started 3 March 1916.  On attaining the age of 18 men were called 
forward for basic training, but men were not legally eligible for active overseas service until aged 19.  By 1918 men 
aged 51 were liable.  Many conscripts found themselves part of the Rhine Army.  Conscription ended 1 April 1920. 
 



 
Recruits, including Conscripts, undertook basic training in a “Reserve” battalion of their regiment, or in one of 
many Training Reserve Battalions, part of the nation wide system (the fore runner of the General Service Corps), 
or, the 51st (Young Soldiers), 52nd (Graduated) and/or 53rd (Graduated) Battalions of various regiment. 
 
Demobilisation In 1916 a cabinet sub-committee sought to avoid mass unemployment, proposed to stagger 
discharge and progressively convert industry to peacetime production.  They categorised men into groups: 
1.  Those involved administering demobilisation. 
2.  Pivotal men; trade/skills needed by industry. 
3.  Slip men, with letter/slip promising employment. 
4/5 Less important worker groups. 
 
Men received 28 days paid leave, clothing allowance, rail warrant, up to 20 weeks unemployment benefit & war 
gratuity based on rank/service.  These conditions were accepted on 20 November 1918.   
 
Dissatisfaction came from those who had enlisted first and not in categories 2 & 3.  Churchill announced those 
enlisted before 31 December 1915, over 37 years old or with three or more wounds took priority.  The Army 
required 900,000 men. 
 
Between November 1918 and May 1920 - 186,207 Officers, and, 3,845,706 Other Ranks were “demobed” from the 
Army and Royal Air Force.  4,031,913 individuals 
 
Comments, corrections or additions to this paper are welcome.  Call me on  0191 252 2770 telephone or email 
jim.mgc@blueyonder.co.uk  



 
The Machine Gun Training Centre - Grantham 

 
Before August 1914, Grantham was a quiet market town, within days of the outbreak of war plans were revealed for the construction 
of a large military camp in the grounds of Lord Brownlow’s country house, Belton Park, and nearby Harrowby Camp, would draw in 
thousands of men from all over the country to undergo military training. The men and their animals would require accommodation, 
water, rations, fodder, sewerage disposal, electricity, sports facilities, religion and general entertainment. 
 
Hundreds of tents sprouted up.  Construction commenced on wooden huts for a thousand occupants, and labourers brought to the site, 
including 130 trawlermen unable to fish in the North Sea.  The building programme attracted huge numbers of carpenters and joiners 
from all over the country. 
 
Soldiers moved into the camp, in late August 1914 the 11th (Northern) Division began to assemble around Grantham.  The division 
left on 5 April 1915, then to Gallipoli.  Late April came elements of 30th Division, the Artillery arrived in August.  The division left 
Grantham 14 October 1915. 
 
The Machine Gun Corps was authorised by Army Orders Number 413 & 414 dated 14 October 1915.  A site was 
required for a Depot and Training Centre.  Belton Park in the grounds of Belton House was the vacant Belton 
Park Camp and Harrowby Camp. 
 
Brigadier General Henry Cecil de la Montague Hill, CB CMG commanded the Machine Gun Training Centre from October 
1915.  Born 1864, commissioned in The Buffs 1886 commanded 1st Battalion from August 1910, until invalided home, to take 
command of the MGTC.  He arrived at Grantham on 18 October 1915, followed by an officer who spent several days discussing 
plans for setting out the new camps with contractors.  His medals are in The Royal Museum & Art Gallery, High Street, Canterbury. 
 
Staff Appointment to the MGTC were published in The London Gazette, 29 October & 11 December 1915.  Hill as Commander on 
29 October 1915 & 11 December 1915, both with effect from 11 October 1915. 
 
18 November 1915, The Times of 1917, informs, 1,010 men from 101 different units arrived at the MGTC, the 
first batch of officers on 21 November and another 2,000 men.  The QM had a bed in his office, which he never 
saw for 72 hours.  By 28 November, the strength of the MGTC was 230 officers, 163 guns, 4 wagons and 3,123 
men.  That day, 60 cooks arrived.  2,182 men reported to Grantham on 28 November, when four Machine Gun 
Companies formed and instruction started.  Eight more companies were formed soon after. 
 
Captain GS Hutchison, 100th Brigade, 33rd Division visited Grantham and found that “officers were treated like 
cattle”, the camp was filled with “New Army NCOs and men” and, due to the inability of the MGTC to pay 
men's wages; there was some indiscipline.  He assisted training a company, which left for France, 26 April 1916. 
 
Twelve companies formed on 13 December.  17 December 100 heavy draught horses arrived.  Three days later 
twelve companies formed.  Riding horses, mules and wagons began to pour in.  7/8 February 1916, 44th, 45th, 
46th, 50th, 51st, 52nd, 53rd, 54th, 55th, 56th, 57th & 58th MG Companies left MGTC.  22 January 1916 it is 
said the Corps had 963 officers, 70,772 men, 509 guns, 582 carts/wagons/limbers and 1,300 horses/mules. 
 
Schools at Grantham.  The MGTC included several schools - Officers’ School, NCOs School, Drill School, 
Machine Gun School, Artificers’ School, Range Takers School, Waterman School, Bombers’ School and Cooks’ 
School amongst many. 
 
After the Non-Commissioned Officers’ School, and Officers’ School, students reported to the Machine Gun 
School where officers undertook a course lasting seven weeks, and NCOs five weeks.  The MG School consisted 
of a Chief Instructor, Adjutant, Quartermaster, 10 Instructors, 20 assistant instructors & 50 sergeant instructors. 
 
The Signalling School at Grantham is reported as being “the largest in the Kingdom”, the course lasted 61 days, 
and students were taught large flags, small flags, lamps, heliograph, buzzer and telephone. 
 
The Artificers’ School ran a course, which lasted ten weeks; five weeks were spent studying the Vickers machine 
gun and its application, and the rifle, pistol and range finder.  Three weeks were devoted to bench work, 
soldering and welding.  Followed by two weeks in the carpenter’s shop learning rough joinery. 
 
In April/March 1918, due to the situation in France, reinforcements left Grantham by trains at 9 am and 9 pm.  In 
less than three days these men were in action on the Somme. 
 
Field Marshal Lord French late commander of the BEF visited MGTC in 1916 and HM the King and Queen 
Mary in July 1916. 
 
The Duke of Connaught visited Harrowby Camp on 16 October 1918 when he inspected the Machine Gun Corps 
and gave out medals specifically to Other Ranks.  Some of the 2,000 officers at the MGTC lined the roads. 



 
Local trade profited via taxis, photographers etc.   Crimes for drunkenness & prostitution in Grantham rose.  
Licensees were fined for serving after closing time.  Grantham council from 16 December 1914 employed three 
policewomen; in 1917 women (presumably prostitutes) from Nottingham and Derby were not welcome. 
 
10444 Pte AH Dall, born 11 April 1900, enlisted in the Essex Regt.  Aged 15 years 10 months was on draft for 
France, his mother prevented him going.  He was sent to MGTC arriving with 20 men on 16 February 1916.  He 
tells us men were pouring in by rail, all were mixed up, each hut contained as many as 20 different cap badges.  
The huts had no doors or windows, men slept on sodden floors, mules, were stabled in the same accommodation.  
Dall found the food almost none existent.  Men from kilted Scottish regiments were very obstinate refusing to 
hand in their kilts, glengarries and other Scottish accoutrements.  Eventually all forced to do so and they merged 
with the throng.  The camp was 6 to 8 inches deep in mud and men were excused cleaning boots, and the first 
three rings of their puttees, until duckboard tracks were laid around the camp. 
 
There was a shortage of guns on which to train.  Sergeant instructors from the “posh” Artists Rifles, used mess 
tins, to represent tripods, with the lid for a gun and metal cover for the belt box.  The students learned all the 
drills.  When in April a train load of guns and equipment arrived, their drills were prefect, except they had never 
learned the stoppage drills.  He served aged 16 years with 21st Company, 30th Division.  A letter from Mum put 
paid his service in France, he later served with Motors/Tank Corps, in India. 
 
44223 Pte CB Goodacre, born 1897 enlisted February 1916 in the Sherwood Foresters, having completed basic 
training he and eleven others were detailed for machine gun training, they travelled from Brocton by rail.  They 
went into Harrowby Camp on the edge of the town via an old creaking gate where they found three huts, one for 
medical inspection, one a blanket store and one an office for documentation.  After a medical inspection and 
documented, they were issued with a blanket, and told to bed down, in a field.  The only amenity was one cold-
water tap.  Men with money went back into Grantham and took lodgings. 
 
The next morning he was given his MGC number, the batch were marched to Belton Park and put into wooden 
huts.  He comments there was no Squad Drill or Infantry Training at Grantham, just machine gun work.  Three 
time weekly there was night firing on near by ranges.  Goodacre served in 71st Company, 6th Division. 
 
Colour Sergeant George Harbottle, Northumberland Fusiliers, in late 1917 on a pre-commissioning course, 
recorded that Sunday was not a day of rest.  The whole Depot paraded at 9 am for Church Parade.  The unit 
marched behind the band to a nearby church.  After divine service the barrack accommodation had to scrubbed 
from top to bottom, including the bed planks on which they slept at night.  There was long line of men, waiting 
outside the stores for cleaning equipment.   It took longer to draw brushes and soap than to scrub the hut.  Once 
the job was complete, the hut was inspected they were free until Lights Out, 9 pm.  George Harbottle later 
served in the 15th Battalion MGC, and was awarded the Military Cross. 
 
Officers of the MGC were “mounted”, and taught to ride horses at the Rough Riding School Grantham, which is 
often mentioned by former MGC officers. 
 
Army Council Instructions, No 1589, dated 14 August 1916  “It has been represented that many men have 
been selected for the Machine Gun Corps who have been found physically unfit for work required of that Corps.  
The physical standard required for a man in the MGC is shown below, and no man should be appointed who 
does not attain this standard. 
a.  General Physique.  The all-round standard required for a machine gunner is far higher than that necessary for 
an infantry soldier.  To be well developed and sufficiently strongly built to enable him to work with, and carry, a 
machine gun/similar weight under adverse conditions, and if necessary, to double or crawl with it.  He must have 
no physical defects, which would to interfere with this work.  
b.  Age.  Not less than 19 years, not over 35 years, but the actual age is not so important as the general physical 
condition of the individual. 
c.  Height.  Not less than 5 ft 3 in except in exceptional cases. 
d.  Chest Measurement.  Range of expansion not be less that 3 ins, but 3 ins is sufficient for untrained recruits. 
e..  Eyesight.  Without glasses V=6/9 with at least one eye. 
f.  Teeth, inoculations and vaccinations attended to before arrival at the Machine Gun Training Centre. 
 
Major General R. O. Kellett, commanded the 99th Brigade from 19 December 1914, in 33rd and 2nd Division 
until January 1918, then, appointed commander MGTC.  He is remembered as the officer who signed the scroll 
presented to all MGC soldiers demobed at the MGTC in 1918/19. 
 
Comments about the MGTC, by commissioned officers, can be found in several books - “Twice in a Lifetime” by 
ML Walkinton, “Civilian Soldier” by George Harbottle.  Graham Seton Hutchinson in his many books mentions 



 
he selected men for his Company.  Henry Williamson wrote of his time there in his semi-fictional autobiographic 
“Tales of Ancient Sun Light” books.  All had a jolly time. 
 
Sadly, printed comments on Grantham by Other Ranks are few.  Arthur Russell in  “The Machine Gunner” in the 
original print stated that the food at Grantham was very poor, in comparison to where he had been previously. 
 
George Coppard in “With a Machine Gun to Cambrai” went to Grantham having been wounded.  His 
comments are brief. 
 
81214 Pte Frank Lynagh, born 1887, wrote to his sister on 22 January 1917, that he suffered with painful 
chilblains. He reported sick two days running, but “I might as well have saved myself the bother!”  A man was 
brought in on a stretcher, who waited 90 minutes, before anyone came to see him.  Whilst, Lt Walkinton also at 
Grantham had four doctors sat on his bed, discussing his somewhat serious leg wound.  Frank served in 144th 
Company, 48th Division & “B” Company 58th Battalion. 
 
The Machine Gun Corps Magazine.  In March 1918 a full-page article on the MGTC Beagles, consisting of 
twelve and a half couples, lent by a gentleman at Lichfield Garrison.  Hounds met every Saturday afternoon; 
numbers attending depended on the weather & nearness of the meet.  Details of how hares were run; tasteless to 
a modern reader I shall omit. 
 
Vol I, No 4 of 1917.  On 10 April 1917, NCO School and Depot Coy men lined the roads from CETS Hut to “A” 
Lines Guard-room.  The band was in attendance, also at gathering of the fair sex.  Bugles were sounded on the 
arrival of the General, and, two Military Medals awarded - 
 
18194 Cpl J Hodges, 7th MG Company, 20th Division on 14 July 1916 held a trench at B---- le P---- with two 
other machine gunners and about 40 infantry, during a heavy bombardment.  All the men left the trenches with 
the exception of Cpl Hodges, who stayed in alone, and under-went heavy bombardment for about an hour, at the 
end of which he had the gun ready fixed for firing in case of attack. 
 
15180 Pte CF Lincoln, of 8th (?) MG Company, on 11 June 1916 under very heavy fire the enemy attacked 
Vimy Ridge.  The whole of the detachment was killed with the exception of Pte Lincoln and a Corporal who kept 
the gun working, and greatly assisted in repelling the attack until the gun was put out of action.  
 
42638 Pte J Donnelly, an Irishman  enlisted in June 1916, transferred to the MGC later, wrote home, soon after 
arrival at Grantham  “If you hear of anyone getting sent here tell them not to come, as it is the worst 
place I ever was in!” 
 
Have you heard any stories of Grantham, which I might add to this paper? 



 
British Army Uniforms 1914/1919 - Other Ranks (Western Front) 

 
English, Welsh and Irish, infantry, cavalry and support arms wore a similar uniform, but Scots, 
(Canadians, Australians, New Zealanders and South Africans) wore variations. 
 

Head Dress the Forage Cap a stiff topped, khaki, 
peaked cap with leather chinstrap, and metal, usually 
brass cap badge.  There were as the war progressed 
several versions of the Forage Cap, including a soft cap 
with earflaps, referred to as a “Gaw blimy” or trench 
cap. 
Most Australians wore the distinctive “slouch hat” with 
the brim turned up.  New Zealander wore a “lemon 

squeezer” caps.  Men of Scottish regiments donned the Glengarry or Tam O’Shanter.  The fore and 
aft side cap, similar to the Glengarry, (common in WW2) is also seen in photographs of English 
soldiers.  Soup bowl style steel helmets were worn close to the front when everyday headdress was 
stuffed into a haversack or left behind in a pack.  In the Far East, Middle East and Italy solar topi sun 
helmets of various patterns were worn. 
 
Cap Badge.  Each regiment, corps, and some battalions, had its own cap badge.  Researchers on 
finding a picture of a soldier will try first to identify the cap badge. Cap badges may indicate 
campaigns in which the regiment has served a dragon for service in China, an elephant for fighting at 
the Battle of Assaye.  A hunting horn denoted a Light Infantry regiment, a flaming bomb a Fusilier 
regiment.  There were animals, flowers, feathers, shields, spears, numbers, letters, county emblems, 
national emblems and weapons.  The badge is unique to the regiment, behind which was a story or 
two.  Specific regimental insignia/colours were worn on the solar topi to identify a regiment. 
 
Tunic.  Serge khaki 1902 pattern, Field Service Dress, tunic had five 
large brass buttons down the front, two buttoned patch pockets on the 
chest, and two buttoned pockets on the skirt of the tunic.  Men in Rifle 
Regiments wore black buttons.  Inside the front of the skirt of the tunic 
was sewn a first field dressing.  Canadian uniforms had seven buttons.  
Australian tunics had large skirt pockets and were buttoned at the cuff.  
American uniforms had stand-up collars. Kilted Scottish units wore a 
doublet pattern jacket to accommodate a sporran. 
 
In 1914/15 some Kitchener battalions were issued with the unmilitary 
blue smock uniforms, and are often seen worn in snaps of the period.  
Protective leather and goatskin jerkins were issued in France/Flanders 
and seen in some snaps. 
 
Hospital Blues.  Soldiers in hospital were issued with a rough pale blue uniform with open collars, 
worn with a white shirt and red tie.  There were many “variations” of Hospital Blues. 
 
Insignia..  In some regiments, soldiers wore collar badges of regimental design.  Shoulder titles of 
various designs of letters or numbers or a combination of both, were worn on the shoulder – “RFA” - 
Royal Field Artillery, “RE” Royal Engineers.  Fusilier Regiments wore a flaming bomb.  Territorial 
Force units often wore three tier shoulder titles – “T/4/DLI” – Territorial, 4th Battalion, Durham Light 
Infantry.  For rank insignia see elsewhere in the MGC Pack. 



 
 

“Trade or Skill” badges were worn 
on the left forearm, crossed rifles 
for a marks-man, crossed flags – 
signaller, “MG” within a laurel 
wreath machine gunner.   
Left: Four service chevrons, a 
wound stripe and Good Conduct 
Badge.  

 
Similar badges, worn on the upper arm usually non commissioned officers, 
indicate an instructor in the subject.  Gold vertical stripes on the left cuff 
were wound badges, inverted chevron(s) on the left cuff Good Conduct 
Badge(s).  Pre-war and in the early days of the war, four inverted chevrons 
- the badge of a Quartermaster Sergeant (QMS), a Sergeant Instructor, and 
throughout the war by a Drum/Pipe/Bugle Major. 
 
Small inverted blue chevron(s) (see above) on the right cuff were service 
stripe(s) one per calendar year overseas.  Men who served in Flanders in 
1914 were entitled to wear a red stripe for that year. 
 
Many units had their own “skill” 
badges, red piping on the cuff for 

Runners (messengers), and “bombs” for bombers etc.   
 
Territorial soldiers who volunteered for Foreign Service are 
often seen with a metal “Imperial Service” badge pinned above 
the right pocket until lost.  See right. 
 
Formation Badges.  In some Divisions men wore cloth badges 
on the upper arms, lower arms, or back to identify their battalion, brigade &/or division.  Divisional 
&/or regimental devises were painted on steel helmets, transport and notice boards.  Typically many 
pre war regular divisions wore no distinctive insignia.  Some badges etc were worn for specific 
operations, for example metal triangles on the backs of assault troops on 1 July 1916.  A huge amount 
of information has been published with regard to divisional “battle patches”, but are difficult to spot 
on photographs! 
 
Salonika.  Troops in each division wore a distinctive colour strip on the shoulder strap. 
 
Medal Ribbons.  A medal hangs from a coloured ribbon; a small strip of this ribbon is worn above the 
left breast pocket when the medal itself is not worn.  Gallantry 
medal, pre-war campaign medal, foreign decorations, and the 
ribbon of the 1914 Star (authorised early 1918) are frequently seen 
but often not easily identifiable in black and white snaps. 
 
Trousers, pantaloons, breeches or kilts were worn with a long strip 
of material, known as a puttee wound around each lower leg below 
the knee.   
 
Mounted soldiers wore puttees, with riding breeches, wound from 
knee to ankle.   
 
Other soldiers wore puttees wound from ankle to knee, usually with 
the loose flap of the trouser folded down.   
 
Right: Mounted style puttees with spurs. 



 
 
Left: Infantry style puttees, worn by Machine Gunners of the 9th Scottish Division in Germany, post 
war. 
 
Note the Tam O’Shanteres, pistol, ’14 pattern 
webbing belts, and the wound stripes. 
 
Mounted soldiers, wore spurs, and a riding whip, 
not to be confused with a swagger cane.  They might 
also wear some form of leather protective gaiters.  
Leather gaiters were worn by motor - cyclists, and in 
particular by members of the Motor Machine Gun 
Service, which became the Machine Gun Corps 
(Motors Branch). 
 
Highland regiments from Scotland, Canada and 
South Africa wore kilts, with protective khaki 
aprons. 
 
Boots.  Issued ammunition boots were of brown 
leather, without toecaps, and heavily studded.  Some 
kilted Scottish regiments at first wore shoes. 
 
Equipment.  There were three distinctive types of 
equipment worn by the British during the war. 
 
Bandolier.  Mounted soldiers, wore a leather, 
pouched bandolier across the chest and over the left 
shoulder, usually without a waist belt.   
 
1908 Pattern Web equipment, manufactured by the Webb Company, made of canvas with a distinctive 
three-inch wide waist belt and group of five small ammunition pouches on each side.  This equipment 
was the latest and for its time the best infantry equipment in the world.  When worn it did not restrict 
breathing, and after loosening the belt, the whole equipment could be taken off in one go. 

 
1914 Pattern Leather Equipment with its distinctive 
“snake buckle” and a large single pouch on each side, was 
originally brought into pre war service and was to be used 
by recruits during training. 
There were variations of both types of webbing; medical staff 
had no use for ammunition pouches and men issued with pistols, 
such as some members of a machine gun team. 
 
An Infantry soldier, wearing 1914 Pattern Equipment  
 
Many pictures of soldiers during the war show the 
individual in uniform without a belt because his 
equipment was attached to his belt.  It was most 
inconvenient to remove the belt and replace it after 
wearing it for walking out.  In many UK units the 
authorities insisted on soldiers wearing a belt.  Perhaps 
this is why so many snaps depict men with unauthorised 
Boy Scout or Boy’s Brigade leather belts?  Or was this due 
to a lack of equipment available? 
 
The swagger cane, a small stick, usually with a metal tip 



 
on which the soldiers regimental badge was imprinted or embossed was a fashionable item, purchased 
at the soldier’s own expense.  Swagger canes, and whips for mounted soldiers are frequently seen in 
studio photographs of the period.  Soldiers in post war pictures taken in Germany are often seen 
wearing not only a belt, but also “side arms”, a bayonet and scabbard, on the left hip. 



 
A Commissioned Officer’s Uniform 
 

In comparison to previous images, this 
photograph is that of a fairly typical Machine 
Gun Corps officer.  He wears a privately 
purchased uniform, with soft cap and collar 
badges.  
 
His tunic jacket material is of a far higher 
quality than that of his soldiers.  It has a long 
skirt with large patch pockets.  His jacket is 
open at the neck and he wears a collar and tie. 
 
He wears riding breeches, gaiters, boots and 
spurs.  His “Sam Browne” belt and strap with 
leather gloves and a swagger cane set him apart 
form his soldiers. 
 
This gentleman wears his rank insignia on his 
cuffs and has grown a moustache as prescribed 
in King’s Regulations.  In later photographs, 
(not shown) he more sensibly wears rank 
insignia on his shoulder. 
 
Comments, suggestions and criticisms on this 
paper are welcome.  Jim. 


