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Compiled by  Jim Parker - April 2008
Machine Gun Corps Research,
39 Cherrytree Gardens,
Whitley Bay - NE25 8 XA. Telephone: 0191 25Z7@1{Home, evenings or W/E)
Email -jim.mgc@blueyonder.co.uk

WARNING! Research takeBIME, PATIENCE andMONEY . The information enclosed should save time
and money in your research of soldiers who semeate 1914/18 War in any British regiment, but artgcular
the Machine Gun Corps.

THIS PACK CONTAINS: -
A short history of the Machine Gun Corps
A guide to researching soldiers of the Gkgat
The rank structure of the British Army ¢ 118!
A guide to 1914/19 Campaign Medals
Information on the Vickers & Hotchkiss maahiguns
Some information | hold relevant to your setd
Notes on British Army uniforms of 1914/22
| maybe able to supply, immediately, if the soldienits are known -
8. A Divisional Order of Battle (lists of unitserein)
9. Information on his previous regiment(s)

NoagakwpdE

My research fee for researching is ffdyable taJE Parkerhowevershould you irrationally write a
cheque for a larger amount, | warn you, it willdzshed! Please do NOT pay until | have compldiedntork.

Unless your soldier was a Commissioned Officegguire the number that he was allotted whilst in
the MGC. If this number is unknown, it may be aféa from the National Archives, Kew, which
may cost me, and thus you another £10.00p.

WHAT DO | WANT? Any information about the Machine Gun Corps. o like to see and
copy,ANY documents, photographs, with an MGC connectiowould like to hear the stories
Granddad told of his time in the trenches, we mestrd themrNOW or they may be lost forever.

PLEASE MENTION YOUR SOLDIER'SNAME IN ALL CORROSPONDENCE.
PLEASE Contact me if | have not replied or completed yasearch within three weeks

The Machine Gun Corps Cap Badg&he cap badge was
designed by Major Phillip W Jupe DSO, who whilstigthe on
a machine gun refresher course heard that the Nitdchine
Gun Service was to be formed under Lt Col RW Bradl€0,
South Wales Borderers.

On arrival at Bisley as Adjutant, he found the ur@tl no regimental badge or any
distinguishing emblem. To remedy this he design®ddge of crossed Vickers guns, surmounted bgvencr
over the letters “MMG”. The badges were made bycal firm and paid for out of regimental fundshefe are
dated picture postcards of MMGS men wearing sudgésin early 1915 at Bisley.

The Machine Gun Corps on formation adopted the éadthout the letters, or “rocker” below. The Mauh
Gunners of the 63(Royal Naval) Division used the same badge withRIND” rocker.

JIM



Introduction At the outbreak of war with Germany in August 19B&ch infantry battalion and
cavalry regiment had two machine guns. In Novensbbtachine Gun School opened in France and
in England the Motor Machine Gun Service forme®iatey, originally by the Royal Field Artillery
with motor cycle mounted machine gun batteries.is Tnganisation was some 3,000 strong by late
1915.

The Machine Gun Corpsauthorised in October 1915 absorbed the MMGS. Tha® an Infantry
Cavalry and Motor Branches, a Heavy Branch fornmetlarch 1916. A Training Centre formed at
Belton Park & Harrowby Camps, Grantham, LincolnshitVolunteers from every part of the Army
arrived from mid November 1915. 36 companies wetiged, trained and sent overseas within 3
months. Clipstone Camp, Mansfield was involve@daThe MG Base Depot was at Camiers, north
of le Havre on the French coast. Qavalry MG Training Centre formed at MaresfieldrlaJckfield,
Sussex in October 19160ther Ranks came to the MGC from other regimentswagre allotted new
numbers.

MG Companies/Squadronknfantry & Cavalry Brigades formed or had sent Bt Coy/Sqn.
Regimental MG Sections formed the units with eigtis, the shortfall of guns & crews or the whole
Coy came from Grantham. Infantry MG Coys were atméth 16 Vickers, cavalry MG Sgns 12,
some with Hotchkiss guns. Coys/Sqgns took the bdegaumber ie 19 MG Coy, of 19th Bde. A Major
became the Bde MGO, a Captain commanded the Cb§ gtins. An MG Coy consisted of an HQ, 4
Sections of 4 guns, and a Transport Section. @&ectivere divided into 2 sub-sections each
commanded by a subaltern, the senior being thedBe@ommander. Sub-sections each had a
“Section Sergeant” and a “Section Corporal’. Tiaors Sections of mule drawn limbers for
guns/ammunition were larger than an infantry betted transport. Cavalry MG Sqgns had six two
gun sections.

A Gun Teamconsisted of six men each had specific tasks.1 ldd_ance Corporal in charge fired the
gun and carried the tripod. No 2 fed the 250 robells into the gun and carried the gun. No 3
supplied ammo to the gun, others observed, wergerinders and carried ammunition and spares.

“Divisional” Company Between 1916 & 18 a fourth company was sent td efigision, its title
administrative ie 216 MG Coy, of the 1st Divisioh.was not part of a Brigade, so referred to ag “t
Divisional Company”. There we288 Infantry MG Companies, an&6 Cavalry MG Squadrons.

The Motors Brancthad small motorcycle mounted Motor Machine Guntdas, Light Armoured
Motor Batteries (LAMB) and Light Car Patrols (LCHjost went to the Royal Tank Regiment in
1922.

The Heavy Section MGG@ormed March 16 became HeaBranchin Novembey crewed the first

Tanks. Tank Coys were in action September 16 cmusisf 4 Sections of 6 tanks. 1 officer & 7 ORs
crewed each tank. Enlarged to Battalions in 1927.July 1917 HB/MGC became the Tank Corps,
(later Royal Tank Regiment). HB/MGC men who died eften recorded as being in the Tank Corps

The vast majority of MGC soldiers served in theahtfy Branch.

BATTALIONS February/March 1918, the MG Coys in each a Dividmrmed a Battalion and took
the Divisional Number ie 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 216th M®@rpanies of the 1st Division, became “A”, “B”,
“C” & “D” Companies, 1st Battalion MGC. The highativisional battalion number was 75th. Some
divisions in the Middle East didn't form a battalio Indian Army Divisions did ie 7th and 14th
Indian MG Battalions, not to be confused with feample the British 7th & 14th Battalions, MGC.

100th to 106th and 200th to 204th Battalions wesiessed as Army Troops, the former from
dismounted Yeomanry Regiments. There were alsoitgbattalions at Grantham and in other parts
of the UK, ie 3rd (Reserve) Battalion at Rugleyaffardshire. The Guards Machine Gun Regiment
formed in 1918. Cavalry Brigade MG Squadrons diimerge, but some disbanded in 1918.



Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, Iretahad their own machine gun units, similar to,
and who worked closely with, the British MGC.



Post War. Hostilities in Europe ceased at 11am 11th Novem948, “demob” started soon after.
Some units lasted longer than othefsew battalions were raised, numberetith 19" some were
short lived whilst those in India lasted until 192 Emma Gee”s saw active service in Russia, India

and Afghanistan. Due to governmental cost cuttiigMGC was disbanded in 1922.

170,5000fficers and men served in the MG62,049were casualties; killed, wounded or missing.

The Corps Roll of Honour is in St Wulfram’s Church, Grantham, (Try: 014 #&1342).

HONOURS AND AWARDS

The following members of the MGC were awarded thetdvia Crosses:

Lepl Mugford 8" MG Squadron  (Cavalry) 4 November 1917
Lt Graham 136 MG Company (Infantry) 22 April 1917
Lt Ker 6" Battalion MGC (Infantry) 21 March 1918
Pte Columbine '® MG Squadron  (Cavalry) 22 March 1918
Pte Cross 4bBattalion MGC (Infantry) 25 March 1918
2Lt White 34" Battalion MGC (Infantry) 18 September 1918
Lt McGregor 29 Battalion MGC (Infantry) 22 October 1918

Officers and Men of the Corps earned 292 Militarp$3es, 779 Distinguished Conduct Medals, 3653

Military Medals & 156 Bars, 276 Meritorious Servibtedals and many Foreign Decorations.

The Medal Rollsheld at the National Archives, Kew lists Other Rai& Officers who served

overseagand thus earned campaign medlal&ll MGC Officers are named in The Army Lists1916-

22.

Bibliography:

The Machine GunnergBN 0 900093 44 ) by Arthur Russell

With a Machine Gun to CambrasgN 11 290065 B by George Coppard

Machine Gunner 1914/18s6N 561 00227 # edited by CE Crutchley

Love & The Loveless/The Golden Virgin etc. by Henry Williamson
Warrior/Footslogger/History of the 33rd Battalio3@ etc by Graham Seton Hutchison
Call to Arms by Richard Gale

Twice in a Lifetime ISBN 0 906304 05 p by ML Walkinton

| Survived Didn’t |? (SBN 0 85052 292y edited Joy Cave

Civilian Soldier 1914-1918sBN 0907113 036& The Luck of the Draw by George Harbottle

Over the Top (printed in the USA, 1917) by Antl@guy Empey

The Mudhook Machine GunneisgN 0 946 995 796 by Alan C Mott

The Vickers Machine GungBN 1 870498 08 p by Mike Chappell

Machine GunIEBN 0 7499 2352 by Anthony Smith

In Good Company “BAustralian MG Company (reprinted recently) by War@e
War Cars (British Armoured Cars in WW1) (ISBN 0290439 4) by David Fletcher

Maguncor Masonic Lodges were at Grantham (362)Adndick (3806) from ¢ 1917.
“Emma Gee” was the phonetic alphabet for “M.G."\rthe title of the MGC/OCA magazine)
An unofficial nickname of the MGC was “The Suicide Squad” (anit&le Club™).

The MGC ‘Boy David’ Monument, Hyde Park Corner; amual Service is held there in May.
The MGC Cavalry Monument is in Cheriton Road Cemeteolkestone.

“Saul hath slain his thousands,
But David his tens of thousanti§1 Samuel 18:7)

LEST WE FORGET



The Maxim Machine Gun American, Hiram Stevens Maxim, 1840-1916 ineeha gun then built
a factory at Erith on Thames. He entered intoréngaship agreement with Albert Vickers (1838-
1919). The firm became Vickers Son & Maxim; themraccepted the gun in 1891.

The Vickers MG Mark [Vickers-Maxim until 1913) had Maxim’s locking tolgginverted, weight
was saved by careful stress calculations and ulsigbfgrade steel and aluminium, roughly 25%
lighter than the Maxim. The Army adopted the Vickin 1912. Many older guns were in use for
some time, the Canadian Army had Maxim guns wedl the 1920s.

The Vickers earned an enviable reputation for béltgt and effectiveness; it remained the support
machine gun of the British Army until 1968, RoyahNhes until 1974. India and Pakistan used
variations of the gun well into the 1990s.

Specifications - Vickers Machine Gun (Mark I/ VII)

Calibre - .303 inch/7.69mm.

Weight of Barrel - 40 Ibs/18.114kgs- 1/3 coolingteyn.
Cyclic rate of fire — 450 rounds per minute.

Weight of Tripod - 48.5 Ibs/22 kgs

Length- 45.5 inches/115.57 cm

Barrel length- 28.5 inches/72.4 cm

Feed- Canvas belt of 250 rounds (cartridges)
Muzzle velocity- 2450 feet (747 metres) per second

The gun is water-cooled; the water jacket holds 7 ¥2

pints (4.25 litres) that boils after 600 roundsédav

been fired at a rate of 200 rounds per minute. The
steam is collected in a condensing can, and re-toseill the water jacket. Capable of firing Q00
rounds per hour; then the barrel has to be changhd took a trained team about two minutes,
without loss of fluid from the water jacket.

Ammunition came in wooden boxes ready belted or in cardboaxds of 100 rounds, which had
then to be hand fed into the canvas belts, a métdildoading device was available. Pte Bill Hodges
88th MG Caoy, 29th Division, told me only ammunitiorarked “Kynochs, Birmingham” was used, to
minimise stoppages caused otherwise by faulty antioon However some 21 British companies
manufactured .303 inch ammunition and units useateyer ammunition they were given.

From 1904 to 1914 the War Office ordered 10 gungpaum. In 1915 Vickers produced 2,405, in 19729, 1917 - 21,782
and in 1918 - 39, 473. Each weapon cost the taexpaser £80.

For detailed information on the Vickers Machine Gthe principal weapon of the Machine Gun Corpsagke
visit http://www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk

The Hotchkiss Machine GunAmerican Benjamin Berkley Hotchkiss (1826-1885pPiuris in 1874
developed a revolving five-barrel gun; his compamyt on to make other guns:

Specifications - The Hotchkiss Model 1914

Calibre: 8mm Lebel Mle 1886 British 1916 versionrk& .303 inch

Weight - 88 Ibs (40 kgs) British version: 27 b4 (@ kgs)

Rate of Fire 600 rounds per minute Air-coolgals operated. Method of feeding: Strip “magazine

During the war, Hotchkiss Co had four factorie§-mance and one in Coventry. Vickers in 4 yearsdpced
25,379 Hotchkiss guns

Revolvers. Many members of Machine Gun Corps gun crews waared with six shot revolvers as
their personal weapons. The Colt, Smith & Wessuh\Webley were all issued.



BRITISH ARMY RANK STRUCTURE C 1914/1918

Rank Title

Field Marshal
General

Lieutenant General
Major General
Brigadier General
Colonel

Lieutenant Colonel
Major

Captain
Lieutenant or }
Second Lieutenant }

Warrant Officer Class |
Warrant Officer Class |

Staff Sergeaﬁt
Sergearﬁ
Corporal
Lance Corporé{l

Typical Command, Role or Appointment  t&p
GENERAL OFFICERS

British Expeditionary Forces Fivaries, over 4 million men
An Army 80,000 men Two or more Corps
A Corps 40,000 men Two or mawesdns
A Division 16-20,000 men Three Brigaglus support troops
A Brigade c 4,000 men Four (Itheee) Infantry Battalions

Often an administrative command
OTHER OFFICERS

{An Infantry & MG Battalion Fo@ompanies
{A Cavalry Regiment Three Squadrons
{An Artillery Brigade Three Batteries (12 or 18mg)
A Company (or 21¢ Battalion) Four Platoons
A Squadron (or 2IC Regiment) Four Troops
A Battery (or 2IC Artillery Brigade) 4/6 Guns
Battalion Adjutant (CO’s staff officer) 2IC Inf Coy. Company Comdr MGC
Platoon/Troop/MG Sectimmnsub-sect Four Infantry/Cavalry Sections
Two or four MG gun teams
OTHER RANKS Typical Duties
Regimental Sergeant MaRBI) Battalion Discipline, PoWs, Ammo
I Company (etc) SergeantdlgiCSM) - Company Discipline, PoWs, Ammo

Regimental Quartermaster Sgt (RQMS) -  BattaliqopbuSgt
Company Quartermaster Sergeant (CQMS) Company/8pply& Pay Sgt

Platoon/Troop/ Section administration Platoon eiscipline, PoWs, Ammo
Inf/Cav Section Commander MGC - IC Tramspo two gun teams
Inf/Cav Section 2nd in Command MGC - Gun Team Coamader

Private. 1is common in the British Army to call a Private ltis “trade” - Sapper (Royal Engineers), Gunner
(Royal Artillery), Rifleman (Rifle Regiments), Drumer, Bandsman, Bugler, Driver, Signaller etc).

Often Captains commanded Companies & Sergeantopkat Some units, traditionally call ranks by other

names Lance Corporal

in RA = Bombardier. Corpofahe Horse in the Cavalry = Squadron SergeanbMaj

1 «21c” = Second in Command , or, Executive Office@0.
2 The same rank, appointment and insignia as a €8lergeant in an Infantry regiment.

3. w o
Lance Sergeant”, is an

honorary Sergeant; paa@arporal.

*“Lance Corporal” wasn appointmentnot a rank, thus individual often recordesla “Private”.



GUIDE TO RESEARCHING SOLDIERS OF THE 1ST WORLD WAR (1914/1918)

Commonwealth War Graves CommissiorMaidenhead, SL6 7DX. Tel: 016286 34221 informam those
who died, place of interment/commemoratedw.cwgc.org.co.uk

Officers & Soldiers Died in the Great War, every Regt/Corps, place of birth/enlistment, dstdeath, former
unit. CD from Naval & Military Press, Tel 01435@RBL1.

The National Archives (formerly he Public Records OfficBuskin Ave Kew, Surrey, TW9 4DU:

Medal Index Card on microfiche, those who served overseas & edtitte1914, 1914/15 Star, British War,
Victory &/or Territorial Force War, Medals. Date/@atre of those entitled to a Star. Silver War Ba(tose
medically discharged). vailable on the web The MIC is reference tMedal Rolls under individual’s last
regiment. MGC are in regimental numerical ordelhere applicable, gives previous regiment(s), wikedof
death/ demob. There is also a series for gallavward winners.

War Diaries Every independent Company/ Squadron/ Battery/Battaetc produced a monthly WD.
Information therein varies. Officers often namefin Other Rank’s death may read “1 OR killed”. &atry
award winners often named. WD may include mapsrainal reports/ orders, duty lists, casualtisretc.
“Burnt Records documents often fire or water damaged, thoughil uacently not to exist, being released over
an extended period. Officers Recordsst that exist are at Kew. Maps, London Gazeftgsy Listsand more
held there. The NA produce excellent referencekdadncluding “Army Service Records of the First \Ior
War”.

RESEARCHER [ highly recommend Mark Offordnark@offords.worldonline.co.uk

Army Personnel Centre Historical Disclosures, Mail Port 400, KentegesetH65 Brown St, GLASGOW, G2
8EX. (Records - WW2 and later)

The London Gazette,officers’ commissions & promotions. Awaregth citations: VC, DSO, MC & DCM.
Those without citations: - MM, MSM, Mentioned in Despatches & Foreign awardsG Office, Atlantic
House, London EC1P 2BNwvww.gazettes-online.co.uk/

The Army List every commissioned officer, date of last promatidy late 1918 there were 16 pages of MGC
(Infantry) officers. Try large library, or NA.

Honours & Awards Army, Navy & Air Force 1914-192I8BN 0 903754 14 2), lists most officers who tieed
gallantry awards. RN and RFC/RAF section includiee® Rank/Rating’'s awards.

Army Medal Office Govt Building, DROITWICH, WR9 8AU. Tel 01905 7723FEx 8744. General enquiries.

Regimental Museums/Associatiomsurist Information Centre has a list of militanuseums. Many units have
no museum. Warn curator you intend to visit, diim time to prepare.

Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen, AJEX Housest Bank, London N16, Tel 020 8800 2844

Royal British Legion/ SSAFA see telephone directory

Imperial War Museunhambeth Rd SE1 6HZ. Tel 0171416 5320. http://wwwww.org.uk/

The National Army MuseurRoyal Hospital Rd, Chelsea, SW3 4HT.

The Scottish National War Memori@he Castle, Edinburgh, EH1 2YT

Soldier Magaziné®rdnance Rd, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU.

The Western Front Associatiory membership@westernfrontassociation.com

Family History Clubssee local press/library, Local Monuments & Chuschecal Librarylocal studies section,
newspapers, local regiment, men, Roll of Honour.

Absent Voters List 1918/19with an election due and men over 21 years, anway home, completed forms
sent to local town hall. May give soldiers detaflame as an Electoral Register, try local libreR@P- regions
vary.

Bibliography of WW1 is endless, books may be ordered for alsf@alvia lending service. Unit histories are
difficult to obtain and expensive. Here is my sdtm of non-MGC, WW1 books(What's your selection?):
“The Kaiser's Battle” by Martin Middlebrook (ISBN D4 00.5278X) — 21 March 1918. “Covenant with D&at
by John Harris, a Kitchener Battalion, until JuB16. “There’s A Devil in the Drum” by John LufMaval &
Military Press), an Irishman’s War. “Death’s Meby Denis Winter (ISBN 0 7139 1068 2), and “Tommy’ b
Richard Holmes (ISBN 0-00-713751-6), British sotdien the Western Front.



British Library Euston St, London will supply detail & ISBN of daopublished, when full detail unknown.
British Library, Newspaper Library, Colindale Auggndon NW9 5HE.

Naval & Military PressPO Box 61, Dallington E Sussex, TN21 9ZS. Tel 8.830111. Excellent catalogue.
“Specialised Books for the Serious Student of Gthif

Visiting Battle Fields have you any suggestions?.

Guides to war cemeteries/monuments try: “Before dandurs Fade” by Rose E Coombs. “Courage
Remembered” by TA Edwin Gibson/G Kingsley Ward, df®llent Cities” by Sidney C Hurst

Maps The Official Histories of the Great War containcelent maps. Michelin Map No 236 covers most
“British” area of France/Belgium. Michelin Map N@&JArras) available with CWGC overlays, (sold in NW
bookshop). Trench maps at the PRO Kew.

Medals CJ Dixon, 23 Prospect St, Bridlington, YO15 2AETel: 01262603348www.dixonsmedals.co.uk
chris@dixonsmedals.co.ukour catalogues annually.

Windsor Medal Mounting Service3 Wells Court, Saxilby, LN1 2GVYjeslingsby@aol.com 0778 607 3060.
Recommended.

Medal Framingand Presentation trittp://www.poppymedalframing.co.uk/

Machine Gun Corps History1919 officers gathered at Browndown Camp, Folkestto compile a History of
the MGC; the hut burned down. 1930 a fire at thé®/Records Office destroyed many persomeebrds.
1940, the MGC documents were stored for safe-kgepiren Blitzed.

National Archives documentation and Internationad RCross, with regards to Prisoners of War:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonigosy.asp

Machine Gun Corps, Old Comrades’ AssociationHon Sec, PenfroJudithlappin@ntlworld.com

Bob AlexanderR_Beeches@btinternet.coof the MGC/OCA is working to publish a definitivdistory of the
MGC.

Research into soldiers of the MGC can be rewardiidany answers are at the National Archives or held
unknowingly by the family.

Australia: Information Services, Australian Defence Force
Academy, GPO Box 345, Canberra, ACT 2601.
WWW.awm.gov.au

Canada Pers Records, Researcher Service Divn, National
Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A ON3. Vates
Affairs http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/

New Zealand National Archives,
national.archives@dia.govt.nz

Records of prisoners of warArchives Division and
Research Service, International Committee of the Re
Cross, 19 Avenue de la Paix, Geneva CH-1202,
Switzerland. In all cases there is an hourly fe@0oSwiss
Francs.
http://www.icrc/Web/forms/webforms.nsf/TraceArchZDp
Form&ParentUNID=CA6DC440091E20C1256D13004

Have you anything to add? Call me on 0191 252
2770 or emailim.mgc@blueyonder.co.uk




CHAI

N OF COMMAND - MACHINE GUN BATTALION

Commanding Officer
Second in Command
Adjutant

Signal Officer

Transport Officer
Quartermastér
Liaison Officer

Medical Officer
Regimental Sgt Major

Battalion Headquarters

Lieutenant ColondReferred to as “the Colonel” or “the C.0.”)
Major.
Captain.The CO's Staff Officer. Orderly Room, legal/cleficzatters
Subalterr?SignaI Section; communications between, Div/Bn/Coys
Signallers trained in the use of telephone, Marsde, & semaphore.
SubalterAransport, horses/mules, limbers/carts, driversfgns, shoe-
smiths etc. Divided into Company Transport iBastwhen required.
SubalternBattalion supply departmentollect/deliver rations, fodder,
water, clothing etc Storeman, armourer, cobbéampenter and cooks.
French/Belgian bilingual officer bICO.
A Doctor, Regimental Aid Post, with First Aid trathstretcher bearers

Regimental Police, discipline, ammo supply, Po\Wimental tradition.

1
“A” Company

| | I |
“B” Company ® “C” Company “D” Company
Company Commander
Second in Command
Company Sergeant Major
Company Quartermaster Sergeant
(Company Transport Sergeant)
Company Clerk
Runner/Signallers

|

|
1
5 Section

1 1 1
6 Section 7 Section 8 Section

I
|
Sub-Section
Section Officer
Section Sergeant

Section Corporal
Runner/Signaller
|

Gun Team G
6 Men

]
Sub-Section
Section Officer- senior Sect Offer = Section @amander
Section Sergeant
Section Corporaf
Runner/Signaller
I

1
un Team Gun Team Gun Team
6 Men 6 Men 6 Men

5 Subaltern - “An Officer,

below the rank of Captaitihus Lt or 2Lt ie a junior officer

5 A Quartermaster, often an ex-ranker, who, dudgadie, had an enormous influence over juniorceffs and
his department’s efficiency on the efficiency of tinit

" An infantry battalion also had four companiesjdid into four “Platoons”, each commanded by a kaba
Platoons were divided into four Sections each uad@orporal.

8 The organization of a pre-battalion numbered comeas, as shown here as for “B” Company.

9 According to “the book” a Section Corporal wasirarge of the Section’s transport men and theiorsdary
employment of re-filling ammunition belts! Cpl Gge Coppard MM in his book writes he was in chasfj&vo
gun teams (the section officer’s job) when he wasnded at Cambrai.



Rough Guide to British Campaign Medals - 1914/1919

1914 Starbronze star authorised in April 1917. Awardeddervice in France/Belgium
between 5 Aug and midnight 22/23 Nov 1914. Oftaorezously

calledThe Mons Star The ribbon is a shaded and watered, red, white

& blue. 19140n the face of the medal. There was a%Aug-22nd

Nov 1914 and rosette for those under fire. Holder najible to a

14/15 Star.The Kaiser said the British had a contemptibléditirmy.

Men, entitled to a 1914 Star called themselves “Oiek

Contemptibles”

1914/15 Starsanctioned in 1918, for service in any theatre af,w

including the North West Frontier, 1915, betweerN2® 14 & 31 Dec
15. Same ribbon as 14 Star H&44-150n face. Not awarded for service for which an
Africa General Service or Sudan 1910 Medal wastgrhrRecipient’s details are on the
back. Medal Card gives date of disembarkation.

British War Medal for service overseas, including Russia, 1919.
Silver.

Victory Medal for service overseas until Armistice. Gold colajre
with a rainbow ribbon used on all Allied Victory

Medals.

“Pip, Squeak and Wilfred” the nickname for Star,

BWM & VM. “Mutt & Geoff” for BWM/VM.

Territorial Force War Medal TF soldiers with
4 years service who volunteered for active service
before 30 Sep 1914 and who went. Not eligible to

Star holders. Yellow ribbon with two green strip&&cipient’s No,
Rank, Name, Initials and unit are on the outer ahmedals.

Silver War Badge a small collar badge, awarded to those discharged

from the Armed Forces on medical grounds, woundsakness, in the Army under King’
Regulations Paragraph 392, (typically), sub pamatypevi - “No longer physically fit for war

service”.

Distinguished Service Order
Military Cross

Distinguished Conduct Medal
Military Medal

Meritorious Service Medal
Mentioned in Despatches
Foreign Awards.

The next of kin of service personnel who died dytime war received a
scroll and a five-inch diameter plaque often refdrto as “The Death
Penny”. The plaque shows Victory and a Lion, Wiie Died for
Freedom and Honour”. It bears only the individsalame.

However, these took a long time to produce, anieiel

The families of those who died and of those whoewmisoners
of war, received a scroll from the King.

A Glimpse at Gallantry Awards

The highest gallantry award of all, and is opealt ranks of the Empire.
Gallantry award fom@nissioned Officers.
Gallantry award for CommissionedMarrant Officers - instituted 1915.
Gallantry award for @tRanks.
Gallantry award for Other Rankmstituted March 1916.
Award for Other Rankieafto Supply/Transport personnel
All Ranks, denoted byadnleaf worn on the Victory Medal ribbon.
As appropriate; worn after Bhteswards.



Most military formations produced “Honour Cards'degertificates for presentation to soldiers fosaitgallantry.



ENLISTMENT & TERMS OF SERVICE - British Army ¢ 191¥918 (Other Ranks)

Britain retained a small pre-war standing army tmrd the Empire and fight colonial wars. 50% ajular
infantry battalions at full strength, served ovesse The probability of a European war was apptedjahus half
the infantry battalions remained in the UK, but endtrength.

Most nations conscripted young men, liable to sen2 years, followed by several on reserve with dadory
training. Olderterritorials in France formed a Home Guard. On mobilisatiorhstauntries had thousands under
arms, plus reservists and annually men reachirigtem@nt age. Britain had never resorted to copsori.

Regular Army. A young man bursting with patriotic pride who heésl to serve went to a Recruiting Office. To be
eligible for adult enlistment in the Regular Armg had to be 19 years old (there were provisionsBoys” who
trained as musicians), and not serving an appesttip.

A recruit was subjected to a simple thorough médisamination, having passed; he completed thestst®n
Paper, swore the Oath of Allegiance, and havingriathe “Kings Shilling”, was subject to Military ha A
Regular soldier enlisted for a period of 12 yeaestly “with the Colours”, followed by a period Reserve, during
which he was liable for re-call in an emergencyhe Period in Colour Service/Reserve depended irchwhianch
an individual served:

Branch Colour Reserve
Household Cavalry & RGA 8 4
Cavalry/Infantry & Mech Tpt 7 5
RHA/RFA, RE & AOC 6 - 6
Guards, RAMC & ASC 3 9
Drivers - RE & ASC 2 10

A recruit chose in which regiment he served, una@etws months training, after which he could be sanwhere
in the world. A Regular infantryman, who enlisted in 1914, wenthe Reserve in 1921 and was discharged in
1926.A few were permitted to serve 12 years for a pensiol8 for a Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.

The four Classes #teserve:

Class “A” Extra pay, but liable for minor emerges®i
Class “B” Liable for General Service call out.

Class “C” Men released early from Colour Service
Class “D” Extended Reserve liability by 4 years.
Ex-reservists were on a National Reserve List.

On mobilisation reservists went to a battalion isfiegiment serving at that time in the United Klom served.

The Special Reservdormed in 1908 from the old Militia. SR recruisceived similar training to a Regular, then
released to the Reserve, to attend 28 days annaiaing. Reserve battalions formed only for tragior
mobilisation when it moved into vacant barracksréin regular recruits. From 1915 drafts also werltlew Army
battalions. Reserve battalions had a Home Deferlee Most regiments had two regular battalions,atsl 2nd,
with a 3rd (Reserve) Battalion; some had a 4thrgEReserve) Battalion.

Territorial Force (Territorial Army from 1921)formed in 1908 by Richard Haldane the Liberal 8ty of State
for War, from the local Volunteers. TF battalionsre numbered in sequence after the Reserve loattiali4th,
5th etc. Territorial cavalry units were called ‘dfeanry”.

Men could enlist for 4 years at their local DrilaHand then re-enlist for 1, 2 or 4 years. Ingeetime 14 days
notice was required to resign. Training took pleccthe Drill Hall at weekends, and on a 14-dayuaircamp.

For political reasons Haldane defined the TF raldedame Defence but intended on mobilisation iteéadeployed
overseas after 6 months training. He reasondteifdrmy require expanding, it could do so through TF County
Associations. It is doubtful if he envisaged theyé expansion, which took place. At the outbrefawar a TF
soldier could not be sent unwillingly overseas.stilties brought a rush of recruits and re-enlisins.

Volunteers were called to served overseas, when B88odone so; the unit was marked for General &ervi
Those who volunteered prior to September 1914 veded metal “Imperial Service” badge worn (unt#tjoabove
the right breast pocket. Not all wished to serverseas, many were under 19 or untrained, andijohee Defence
role remained.

Thus every TF unit duplicated its self, forming st &nd 2nd Line, thus gaining the TF's distinctifractional”
numerical title ie
1/4th Battalion The East Yorkshire Regiment, and, 52ttist) London Division, etc



Many 2nd Line units went abroad, 3rd Line becansning Reserve Battalions (a recruit training sygte

TF soldiers could claim their discharge, as TimgiEed, at the end of the contract, even when oesis&ome
regiments, notably the Guards & Irish had no TFstthe London Regt & Cyclist Battns, had no ReguArmy
connection.

Territorials wereEmbodiedor war, andDisembodiedn demobilisation. TF soldiers were originalliotted four
or less digit numbers, until all those in TF unitsre renumbered in April 1917. TF recruits werkedb enlist
aged 17, but had to 19 to legyally eligible for active overseas service.

New Army (Kitchener’s Volunteers) Haldane who had reformed the Regulars and nurttivedl'F refused the
role of Minister of War in August 1914. Howevemational hero, who had once reformed the Egyptiaud, the
huge Indian Army, was in England. Field Marshat&iim Herbert Kitchener (b 1850) about to leaveHEgypt was
called to London and made Minister of War, thetfgsrving soldier to hold the post. He foresawwa to be a
protracted affair, requested an increase to theyAfr100,000 men - a New Army. Parliament agresztuiting
posters flooded the land. One depicted Kitchew@rtimg to the reader, proclaiming “YOUR COUNTRY EBS
YOU!

Why Kitchener did not use the system to enlarge Ahmy planned by Haldane, we shall never know. ,One
simplistic answer is Kitchener who had as a youram reerved in France, thought Territorials were heidgyed
men engaged in Home Defence duties. Perhaps bhghth@®F County Associationsvilians, were not under his
control.

The Regular Army, most of which was fighting in idkers found itself attempting to administer, howseth feed
and train thousands of eager volunteers. Thesmitedly regular soldiers, enlisted for “3 yearstloe duration of
the waf. New Army “Service” battalions were numbered ieniately after TF battalion ie

6th (Service) Battalion The Leicestershire Regt
10th (Service) Battalion The Durham Light Infantry

The infantry divisions of the First New Army “K1”ave the 9th to 14th. The Second NA - “K2” - 156h20th.
The Third NA “K3” - 21st to 26th. The Fourth NA walisbanded for re-enforcements. Fifth NA becahee t
Fourth in April 1915.

Locally raised battalions by local dignitaries &ganisations later taken over by the War Office,lude
Manchester, Leeds and Birmingham Pals, Tynesid#iSitc@tc. Tradesman Labourer &, Pioneer unitsawarsed
and Reserve battalions to train recruits.

After November 1918, these men were not dischaogedemobilisation, but Transferred to the “Z" Resertheir
“contract” was for 3 years ahe duration of the war Britain was at war, until 1920.

Conscription As the flood of volunteers subsided, several nmaghavere tried to induce men to enlist.
Height/medical standards were lowered, and unitedafrom men of short stature, the so called “Bar®” - not
an altogether successful venture.

The National Registration Act, July 1915 compeltbdse aged 15 to 65 years to register, by Septethiger
Government had data on he population by sex, ag@esupation.

The Derby Scheme formulated by Lord Derby, MinigsiBRecruiting in which men enlisted, and were tpéaced
on Reserve, to be called forwara@s‘required. Divided into married and single, iBroups between 18 and 41
years of age. Those willing but were unable tdsérdarlier took advantage. Most “Derbymen” wentT
battalions, not NA units as they may have wish&the scheme closed 15 December 1915, the last Graligd
forward 28 March 1916.

The Military Service Act, 27 January 1916 introddi@®nscription for men aged 18 to 41 on 27 March6]1®vho
were single or widowed without dependents; unléssé toccupation exempted thefmarried men became liable
later that year).

Conscripts were divided intGlasses the first started 3 March 1916. On attaining dge of 18 men were called
forward for basic training, but men were not legalligible for active overseas service until agéd By 1918 men
aged 51 were liable. Many conscripts found thewmesepart of the Rhine Army. Conscription endedptilA1920.



Recruits, including Conscripts, undertook basiénirey in a “Reserve” battalion of their regiment, ia one of
many Training Reserve Battalions, part of the matiode system (the fore runner of the General $er@orps),
or, the 51st (Young Soldiers), 52nd (Graduated)@riBrd (Graduated) Battalions of various regiment

Demobilisation In 1916 a cabinet sub-committee sought to avoidgsmanemployment, proposed to stagger
discharge and progressively convert industry t@gime production. They categorised men into gsoup

1. Those involved administering demobilisation.

2. Pivotal men; trade/skills needed by industry.

3. Slip men, with letter/slip promising employment

4/5 Less important worker groups.

Men received 28 days paid leave, clothing allowamaé warrant, up to 20 weeks unemployment ber&fitar
gratuity based on rank/service. These conditiomevaccepted on 20 November 1918.

Dissatisfaction came from those who had enlistest find not in categories 2 & 3. Churchill annad¢hose
enlisted before 31 December 1915, over 37 yearsooldith three or more wounds took priority. Themdy
required 900,000 men.

Between November 1918 and May 1920 - 186,207 Officend, 3,845,706 Other Ranks were “demobed” fiwm
Army and Royal Air Force. 4,031,913 individuals

Comments, corrections or additions to this paper & welcome.Call me on 0191 252 2770 telephone or email
jim.mgc@blueyonder.co.uk




The Machine Gun Training Centre - Grantham

Before August 1914, Grantham was a quiet market tawithin days of the outbreak of war plans wereaded for the construction
of a large military camp in the grounds of Lord ®rdow’s country house, Belton Park, and nearby blaby Camp, would draw in
thousands of men from all over the country to ugdenilitary training. The men and their animals Vebrequire accommodation,
water, rations, fodder, sewerage disposal, elégtrgports facilities, religion and general eraé@rtment.

Hundreds of tents sprouted up. Construction corsetenn wooden huts for a thousand occupants, aodiers brought to the site,
including 130 trawlermen unable to fish in the MdBea. The building programme attracted huge niswdfearpenters and joiners
from all over the country.

Soldiers moved into the camp, in late August 1941t1th (Northern) Division began to assemble addbrantham. The division
left on 5 April 1915, then to Gallipoli. Late Apdame elements of 30th Division, the Artilleryiged in August. The division left
Grantham 14 October 1915.

The Machine Gun Corps was authorised by Army Ortlensiber 413 & 414 dated 14 October 1915. A sits wa
required for a Depot and Training Centre. BeltankHn the grounds of Belton House was the vacaitioB
Park Camp and Harrowby Camp.

Brigadier General Henry Cecil de la Montague Hil,CB CMG commanded the Machine Gun Training Centre fronokust
1915. Born 1864, commissioned in The Buffs 188@manded 1st Battalion from August 1910, until ifdedl home, to take
command of the MGTC. He arrived at Grantham o@t®ber 1915, followed by an officer who spent sav@ays discussing
plans for setting out the new camps with contractétis medals are in The Royal Museum & Art Galléfigh Street, Canterbury.

Staff Appointment to the MGTC were published in Tle;don Gazette, 29 October & 11 December 191%.asliCommander on
29 October 1915 & 11 December 1915, both with éeffeen 11 October 1915.

18 November 1915, The Times of 1917, informs, 1,8&M from 101 different units arrived at the MGTie
first batch of officers on 21 November and anoth@00 men. The QM had a bed in his office, whiemkver
saw for 72 hours. By 28 November, the strengtth@fMGTC was 230 officers, 163 guns, 4 wagons ahad3
men. That day, 60 cooks arrived. 2,182 men refddd Grantham on 28 November, when four Machine Gu
Companies formed and instruction started. Eighteneompanies were formed soon after.

Captain GS Hutchison, 100th Brigade, 33rd Divisimited Grantham and found that “officers were teedike
cattle”, the camp was filled with “New Army NCOsdamen” and, due to the inability of the MGTC to pay
men's wages; there was some indiscipline. Hetasssigining a company, which left for France, 3&iA1916.

Twelve companies formed on 13 December. 17 Decefiii&heavy draught horses arrived. Three dags lat
twelve companies formed. Riding horses, mulesveagbns began to pour in. 7/8 February 1916, 4/8th,
46th, 50th, 51st, 52nd, 53rd, 54th, 55th, 56thh®& 68th MG Companies left MGTC. 22 January 1916 i
said the Corps had 963 officers, 70,772 men, 508,gb682 carts/wagons/limbers and 1,300 horses/mules

Schools at Grantham. The MGTC included several schools - Officers’ &thNCOs School, Drill School,
Machine Gun School, Artificers’ School, Range Tak8chool, Waterman School, Bombers’ School and €ook
School amongst many.

After the Non-Commissioned Officers’ School, andi€gfrs’ School, students reported to the Machina Gu
School where officers undertook a course lastivgseveeks, and NCOs five weeks. The MG Schoolistets
of a Chief Instructor, Adjutant, Quartermaster,ld€tructors, 20 assistant instructors & 50 sergewituctors.

The Signalling School at Grantham is reported @sgothe largest in the Kingdom”, the course lasédddays,
and students were taught large flags, small flegsps, heliograph, buzzer and telephone.

The Artificers’ School ran a course, which lasted weeks; five weeks were spent studying the Vkeachine
gun and its application, and the rifle, pistol aadge finder. Three weeks were devoted to benck,wo
soldering and welding. Followed by two weeks ia tarpenter’'s shop learning rough joinery.

In April/March 1918, due to the situation in Franoeinforcements left Grantham by trains at 9 ach@pm. In
less than three days these men were in actioneo8amme.

Field Marshal Lord French late commander of the BERed MGTC in 1916 and HM the King and Queen
Mary in July 1916.

The Duke of Connaught visited Harrowby Camp on téfer 1918 when he inspected the Machine Gun Corps
and gave out medals specifically to Other RankemeSof the 2,000 officers at the MGTC lined theda



Local trade profited via taxis, photographers eterimes for drunkenness & prostitution in Granthase.
Licensees were fined for serving after closing tinGrantham council from 16 December 1914 emplakege
policewomen; in 1917 womemprésumably prostitutgfrom Nottingham and Derby were not welcome.

10444 Pte AH Dall born 11 April 1900, enlisted in the Essex Refyged 15 years 10 months was on draft for
France, his mother prevented him going. He wastsedGTC arriving with 20 men on 16 February 1918e
tells us men were pouring in by rail, all were naixg, each hut contained as many as 20 differenbadges.
The huts had no doors or windows, men slept onesofldors, mules, were stabled in the same accoratiord
Dall found the food almost none existent. Men fikdited Scottish regiments were very obstinate sifg to
hand in their kilts, glengarries and other Scottisboutrements. Eventually all forced to do so ttweg merged
with the throng. The camp was 6 to 8 inches deepud and men were excused cleaning boots, arfitshe
three rings of their puttees, until duckboard teaglere laid around the camp.

There was a shortage of guns on which to trairrgezmt instructors from the “posh” Artists Riflesed mess
tins, to represent tripods, with the lid for a gurd metal cover for the belt box. The studentskdall the
drills. When in April a train load of guns and guuent arrived, their drills were prefect, exceptyt had never
learned the stoppage drills. He served aged 16 yeith 21st Company, 30th Division. A letter frdtum put
paid his service in France, he later served witlid#édTank Corps, in India.

44223 Pte CB Goodacrgborn 1897 enlisted February 1916 in the Shervemeésters, having completed basic
training he and eleven others were detailed forhimgcgun training, they travelled from Brocton lyl.r They
went into Harrowby Camp on the edge of the townavieold creaking gate where they found three tans,for
medical inspection, one a blanket store and oneffane for documentation. After a medical inspentand
documented, they were issued with a blanket, addaoded down, in a field. The only amenity was @old-
water tap. Men with money went back into Grantlaard took lodgings.

The next morning he was given his MGC number, itetbwere marched to Belton Park and put into woode
huts. He comments there was no Squad Drill onbnjelTraining at Grantham, just machine gun wofkiree
time weekly there was night firing on near by ramgé&oodacre served in 71st Company, 6th Division.

Colour Sergeant George Harbottle Northumberland Fusiliers, in late 1917 on a peunissioning course,
recorded that Sunday was not a day of rest. TheenbDepot paraded at 9 am for Church Parade. The u
marched behind the band to a nearby church. Afténe service the barrack accommodation had tebdbed
from top to bottom, including the bed planks onattihey slept at night. There was long line of meaiting
outside the stores for cleaning equipment. Ik ioager to draw brushes and soap than to scrubuheOnce
the job was complete, the hut was inspected theg free until Lights Out, 9 pm. George Harbott&el
served in the 15th Battalion MGC, and was awartiedMilitary Cross.

Officers of the MGC were “mounted”, and taughtitterhorses at the Rough Riding School Granthamgtwisi
often mentioned by former MGC officers.

Army Council Instructions, No 1589, dated 14 Augusi916 “It has been represented that many men have
been selected for the Machine Gun Corps who hage fueind physically unfit for work required of thaorps.
The physical standard required for a man in the M&ghown below, and no man should be appointed who
does not attain this standard.

a. General Physique. The all-round standard reddor a machine gunner is far higher than thaessary for
an infantry soldier. To be well developed andisightly strongly built to enable him to work witand carry, a
machine gun/similar weight under adverse conditiansl if necessary, to double or crawl with it. fdest have
no physical defects, which would to interfere wiitis work.

b. Age. Not less than 19 years, not over 35 ydarsthe actual age is not so important as themgéphysical
condition of the individual.

c. Height. Not less than 5 ft 3 in except in gtmmnal cases.

d. Chest Measurement. Range of expansion nadsethat 3 ins, but 3 ins is sufficient for unteaimecruits.
e.. Eyesight. Without glasses V=6/9 with at |least eye.

f. Teeth, inoculations and vaccinations attenaeoefore arrival at the Machine Gun Training Centre

Major General R. O. Kellett, commanded the 99th Brigade from 19 December 1i8133rd and 2nd Division
until January 1918, then, appointed commander MGHE.is remembered as the officer who signed thallsc
presented to all MGC soldiers demobed at the MGT©9i18/19.

Comments about the MGTC, by commissioned officems, be found in several books - “Twice in a Lifeginby
ML Walkinton, “Civilian Soldier” by George Harbo&tl Graham Seton Hutchinson in his many books mmesiti



he selected men for his Company. Henry Williamsoote of his time there in his semi-fictional autaFaphic
“Tales of Ancient Sun Light” books. All had a jplime.

Sadly, printed comments on Grantham by Other Rankgew. Arthur Russell in “The Machine Gunner'the
original print stated that the food at Grantham weay poor, in comparison to where he had beeniqusly.

George Coppardin “With a Machine Gun to Cambrai” went to Granthhaving been wounded. His
comments are brief.

81214 Pte Frank Lynagh,born 1887, wrote to his sister on 22 January 1814, he suffered with painful
chilblains. He reported sick two days running, Bumhight as well have saved myself the bother”’man was
brought in on a stretcher, who waited 90 minute$ote anyone came to see him. Whilst, Lt Walkirdtso at
Grantham had four doctors sat on his bed, discg$ssmisomewhat serious leg wound. Frank servéddith
Company, 48th Division & “B” Company 58th Battalion

The Machine Gun Corps Magazine In March 1918 a full-page article on the MGTCaBkes, consisting of
twelve and a half couples, lent by a gentlemanidtfield Garrison. Hounds met every Saturday aften;
numbers attending depended on the weather & neaofi¢se meet. Details of how hares were rungtass to
a modern reader | shall omit.

Vol I, No 4 of 1917. On 10 April 1917, NCO Schauld Depot Coy men lined the roads from CETS HuAto
Lines Guard-room. The band was in attendance,algathering of the fair sex. Bugles were souratethe
arrival of the General, and, two Military Medalsaded -

18194 Cpl J Hodges7th MG Company, 20th Division on 14 July 1916dcheltrench at B---- le P---- with two
other machine gunners and about 40 infantry, duihgavy bombardment. All the men left the tresalith
the exception of Cpl Hodges, who stayed in alond, ander-went heavy bombardment for about an faduhe
end of which he had the gun ready fixed for firingase of attack.

15180 Pte CF Lincoln of 8th (?) MG Company, on 11 June 1916 under kiegwy fire the enemy attacked
Vimy Ridge. The whole of the detachment was killgth the exception of Pte Lincoln and a Corporabvkept
the gun working, and greatly assisted in repeltirgattack until the gun was put out of action.

42638 Pte J Donnellyan Irishmanenlisted in June 1916, transferred to the MGQ |ateote home, soon after
arrival at Grantham If you hear of anyone getting sent here tell themat to come, as it is the worst
place | ever was in!”

Have you heard any stories of Grantham, which Ihhagdd to this paper?



British Army Uniforms 1914/1919 - Other Ranks (Wesgrn Front)

English, Welsh and Irish, infantry, cavalry and ot arms wore a similar uniform, but Scots,
(Canadians, Australians, New Zealanders and Sofitbafds) wore variations.

Head Dressthe Forage Cap a stiff topped, khaki,
peaked cap with leather chinstrap, and metal, lysual
brass cap badge. There were as the war progressed
several versions of the Forage Cap, including acsqf
with earflaps, referred to as a “Gaw blimy” or tchn
cap.
Most Australians wore the distinctive “slouch huaiith
the brim turned up. New Zealander wore a “lemon
squeezer” caps. Men of Scottish regiments doninedstengarry or Tam O’Shanter. The fore and
aft side cap, similar to the Glengarry, (commomi/2) is also seen in photographs of English
soldiers. Soup bowl style steel helmets were vetwee to the front when everyday headdress was
stuffed into a haversack or left behind in a pakkthe Far East, Middle East and Italy solar sy
helmets of various patterns were worn.

Cap Badge Each regiment, corps, and some battalions, tsamhin cap badge. Researchers on
finding a picture of a soldier will try first to éhtify the cap badge. Cap badges may indicate
campaigns in which the regiment has served a drégaervice in China, an elephant for fighting at
the Battle of Assaye. A hunting horn denoted éhtigfantry regiment, a flaming bomb a Fusilier
regiment. There were animals, flowers, feathdrields, spears, numbers, letters, county emblems,
national emblems and weapons. The badge is unicihe regiment, behind which was a story or
two. Specific regimental insignia/colours were wan the solar topi to identify a regiment.

Tunic. Serge khaki 1902 pattern, Field Service Dresscthad five
large brass buttons down the front, two buttonedippockets on the
chest, and two buttoned pockets on the skirt ofuhé&. Men in Rifle
Regiments wore black buttons. Inside the frorthefskirt of the tunic
was sewn a first field dressing. Canadian unifoh@ad seven buttons.
Australian tunics had large skirt pockets and virrigoned at the cuff.
American uniforms had stand-up collars. Kilted 8shtunits wore a
doublet pattern jacket to accommodate a sporran.

In 1914/15 some Kitchener battalions were issuel thie unmilitary
blue smock uniforms, and are often seen worn ipswoéthe period.
Protective leather and goatskin jerkins were issodetance/Flanders
and seen in some snaps.

Hospital Blues Soldiers in hospital were issued with a rougte due uniform with open collars,
worn with a white shirt and red tie. There werenpn&variations” of Hospital Blues.

Insignia.. In some regiments, soldiers wore collar baddgesgimental design. Shoulder titles of
various designs of letters or numbers or a comimnaif both, were worn on the shoulder — “RFA” -
Royal Field Artillery, “RE” Royal Engineers. Fusi Regiments wore a flaming bomb. Territorial
Force units often wore three tier shoulder titléd/4/DLI" — Territorial, 4" Battalion, Durham Light
Infantry. For rank insignia see elsewhere in the@/Pack.



“Trade or Skill” badges were worn
on the left forearm, crossed rifles
for a marks-man, crossed flags —
signaller, “MG” within a laurel
wreath machine gunner.

Left: Four service chevrons, a
wound stripe and Good Conduct
Badge.

Similar badges, worn on the upper arm usually rmnroissioned officers,
indicate an instructor in the subject. Gold vettgtripes on the left cuff
were wound badges, inverted chevron(s) on thelgftGood Conduct
Badge(s). Pre-war and in the early days of the fear inverted chevrons
- the badge of a Quartermaster Sergeant (QMS)rge&et Instructor, and
throughout the war by a Drum/Pipe/Bugle Major.

Small inverted blue chevron(s) (see above) onitite cuff were service
stripe(s) one per calendar year overseas. Mensahed in Flanders in
1914 were entitled to wear a red stripe for thatrye

Many units had their own “skill”
badges, red piping on the cuff for
Runners (messengers), and “bombs” for bombers etc.

Territorial soldiers who volunteered for Foreigmee are
often seen with a metal “Imperial Service” badgengd above
the right pocket until lost. See right.

Formation Badges In some Divisions men wore cloth badges

on the upper arms, lower arms, or back to idemti&r battalion, brigade &/or division. Divisional
&Jor regimental devises were painted on steel hidmeansport and notice boards. Typically many
pre war regular divisions wore no distinctive ims&y Some badges etc were worn for specific
operations, for example metal triangles on the batlassault troops on 1 July 1916. A huge amount
of information has been published with regard tasitbnal “battle patches”, but are difficult to $po

on photographs!

Salonika. Troops in each division wore a distiveolour strip on the shoulder strap.

Medal Ribbons. A medal hangs from a coloured ribbon; a smaipsif this ribbon is worn above the
left breast pocket when the medal itself is notrwoGallantry

medal, pre-war campaign medal, foreign decoratiand,the

ribbon of the 1914 Star (authorised early 1918)fi@guently seen

but often not easily identifiable in black and vehénaps.

Trousers, pantaloons, breeches or kilts were worn withrey Istrip
of material, known as a puttee wound around easbrlteg below
the knee.

Mounted soldiers wore puttees, with riding breeckesind from
knee to ankle.

Other soldiers wore puttees wound from ankle tekisually with
the loose flap of the trouser folded down.

Right: Mounted style puttees with spurs.



Left: Infantry style puttees,atn by Machine Gunners of th& Scottish Division in Germany, post
war.

Note the Tam O’Shanteres, pistol, '14 pattern
webbing belts, and the wound stripes.

Mounted soldierswore spurs, and a riding whip,

not to be confused with a swagger cane. They might
also wear some form of leather protective gaiters.
Leather gaiters were worn by motor - cyclists, and
particular by members of the Motor Machine Gun
Service, which became the Machine Gun Corps
(Motors Branch).

Highland regiments from Scotland, Canada and
South Africa wore Kilts, with protective khaki
aprons.

Boots Issued ammunition boots were of brown
leather, without toecaps, and heavily studded. €Som
kilted Scottish regiments at first wore shoes.

Equipment. There were three distinctive types of
equipment worn by the British during the war.

Bandolier. Mounted soldiers, wore a leather,
pouched bandolier across the chest and over the lef
shoulder, usually without a waist belt.

1908 Pattern Web equipmemanufactured by the Webb Company, made of canithsa distinctive
three-inch wide waist belt and group of five snaatimunition pouches on each side. This equipment
was the latest and for its time the best infantpyigment in the world. When worn it did not restri
breathing, and after loosening the belt, the wiegigipment could be taken off in one go.

1914 Pattern Leather Equipmenith its distinctive
“snake buckle” and a large single pouch on each, sids
originally brought into pre war service and wadéoused
by recruits during training.

There were variations of both types of webbing; iceddstaff
had no use for ammunition pouches and men issutbdpigtols,
such as some members of a machine gun team.

An Infantry soldier, wearing 1914 Pattern Equipment

Many pictures of soldiers during the war show the
individual in uniform without a belt because his
equipment was attached to his belt. It was most
inconvenient to remove the belt and replace itrafte
wearing it for walking out. In many UK units the
authorities insisted on soldiers wearing a beltrhBps
this is why so many snaps depict men with unausiedri
Boy Scout or Boy's Brigade leather belts? Or vas tlue
to a lack of equipment available?

The swagger cane, a small stick, usually with aahtéet



on which the soldiers regimental badge was impdimieembossed was a fashionable item, purchased
at the soldier’s own expense. Swagger canes, aipsvor mounted soldiers are frequently seen in
studio photographs of the period. Soldiers in past pictures taken in Germany are often seen
wearing not only a belt, but also “side arms”, gdveet and scabbard, on the left hip.



A Commissioned Officer’s Uniform

In comparison to previous images, this
photograph is that of a fairly typical Machine
Gun Corps officer. He wears a privately
purchased uniform, with soft cap and collar
badges.

His tunic jacket material is of a far higher
quality than that of his soldiers. It has a long
skirt with large patch pockets. His jacket is
open at the neck and he wears a collar and tie.

He wears riding breeches, gaiters, boots and
spurs. His “Sam Browne” belt and strap with
leather gloves and a swagger cane set him apart
form his soldiers.

This gentleman wears his rank insignia on his
cuffs and has grown a moustache as prescribed
in King’s Regulations. In later photographs,
(not shown) he more sensibly wears rank
insignia on his shoulder.

Comments, suggestions and criticisms on this
paper are welcome. Jim.



